
he Canton Regional
Chamber of Commerce
will host its annual
Vintage Canton event

on Thursday, Sept. 17, from 4:30 to
9:30 p.m. along Central Plaza North
in downtown Canton. Vintage Canton
is a sophisticated downtown gathering,
offering distinctive center city charm
alongside live music, vibrant art exhibits
and, of course, quality local wine and
wine from around the world! 

The event gives guests the chance to
relax and unwind while enjoying wine
from local wineries, delicacies from
downtown and greater Canton eateries
and memorable live music. This year
Vintage Canton will be expanding its
already vast selection of wine and offer-
ing 18 quality micro-brews in the NEW
Vintage Canton Beer Garden! The
micro-brews will be available in lieu 
of the eight wine samples included 
with the event.

Very fine ‘VINTAGE’
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Wines from local wineries
and around the wo r l d
abound dow n tow n
on Sept. 17

First Friday of every month

Saturdays, through October 17

Vintage Canton, September 17

Every Wednesday in Sept. & Oct.

M a rk your calendar and plan to atte n d !

2 0 0 9 D ow n town 
E vent Sch e d u l e

D ow n town Canton’s st re etscape 
comes alive with fun fe st i va l s !

First Friday “Tidbits” and a
NEW Oktoberfest tradition!
First Friday is a cornucopia of fun this fall! Each
first Friday of the month will bring you and your
family something special, and downtown will
really pop. Restaurants, art studios and gal-
leries, shops, and street musicians create magic
that lines the streets on the first Friday of every
month.

It’s all open for your enjoyment and shopping,
so bring your friends and family – there really
is something for everyone!

On Sept. 4, the stage is set for The Color of
Music, with incredible live music throughout the
downtown area! Come see and hear a variety
of sounds and dance to the beat of the drums.

(continued on page four)

(continued on page two)

This year’s Vintage Canton gathering will feature
more than 50 of the finest quality wines from area
wineries and abroad, including Maize Valley Winery,
Hartville, Ohio; Mastropietro Winery, Berlin Center,
Ohio; Perennial Vineyards, Navarre, Ohio; Myrddin
Winery, Berlin Center, Ohio; Troutman Vineyards,
Wooster, Ohio; and Winery at Wolf Creek, Norton,
Ohio. Distributors include Great Lakes Brewing Co.,
Superior Beverage, Heidelberg Distributing and Leo
Dick & Sons. 
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I am pleased to inform everyone that the
D ow n town Canton Special Imp rove m e n t
District was approved for another four-year
period, beginning in 2010. This vote of confi-
dence by our downtown property owners will
allow our organization to continue improving
our business dist rict. Our SID re n ewa l
includes an expansion of the geographic dis-
trict to 12th Street on the North and the rail-
road tracks near Ninth Street on the South.
We look forward to working with our partner,
the City of Canton, to provide needed plans
and services in these areas.

Warm months make for good times 
in downtown Canton

Good weather has a way of making things work better. People feel good and are more energetic.

Events are well attended and programs are wildly successful. So it has been this year for our

downtown events. First Fridays and the Farmers’ Market have been over-the-top in terms of qual-

ity content and attendance. Most importantly, we continue to see that many people are experi-

encing our urban environment for the first time. The arts, entertainment, market vendors and

downtown architecture continue to draw people from all over the county to our center city.

Finally, plans are underway to br ing more
attention to the arts district through the use of
banners and murals. An inventory of available
buildings has been completed. Once the fund-
ing has been secured, we will convert some
blighted building walls into points of interest.
Heading up this effort will be Laurie Harbert,
who has joined the department on a part-time
basis to help us plan art projects in our down-
town.

Please enjoy all that downtown has to offer
and remember to support downtown retailers,
artists and entertainment venues and our fine
restaurants.

by Michael P. Gill,
director, Canton
Development 
Partnership

Fi rst Fri d ay Tidbits ...
Watch the Doina Romanian Folklore Ensemble per-
form in festive costume, and see local musicians strut
their stuff on the Arts District stages!

Joining with the Canton Jaycees, First Friday is
bringing Oktoberfest to downtown Canton on
Oct. 2! There will be a plethora of cultural activities,
a commemora t i ve Okto b e rfe st stein, plenty of
German fare and fun for the whole family. Enjoy a
schnitzel and see some lederhosen dance around
the Arts District. Compete in the first annual pumpkin
seed spitting contest or watch local artists use pump-
kins as their canvases. It’s too early to go inside, so
come downtown and enjoy the fall weather, the
turning of the leaves and Oktoberfest!

Mark your calendars for Nov. 6 and join us for
Harvest Moon when the music of multi-genera-
tional art i st, Neil Young, comes to dow n tow n
Canton. On Dec. 4 there is Snow Much to do
Downtown! We’ll get you in the mood for a festive
holiday season. 

Fi rst Fri d ay is pre s e n ted by Art s i n Sta rk, the 
County Arts Council, and the Downtown Canton
Special Imp rovement Dist rict. For the most 
u p - to - d a te Fi rst Fri d ay info rmation visit
w w w. C a n to n D eve l o p m e n t Pa rt n e rship.com and
click on the Firs t Friday logo or contact Kelly
Blandford Bah at (330) 458-2063 or kellyb@can-
tonchamber.org



The New Peter Shear’s Downtown
427 E. Tuscarawas Ave. • Canton, Ohio 44702
Phone: (330) 588-8300 • www.petershears.com
Hours: Mon. - Thurs., 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. • 
Fri., 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. • Sat., 5 to 11 p.m.

G  u  e  s  t    C  o  l  u  m  n

I grew up in a small, rural town just south of
Canton. I have great memories of traveling to
Canton every Friday night to visit our favorite
restaurant and shop at one of the malls. After
completing my high school and collegiate edu-
cations, I was provided an opportunity to work
at Hilscher-Clarke Electric Company, which is
located in downtown Canton. In 1997, due to
the growth of our business and our future busi-
ness needs, we were faced with a decision of
where and how to expand. After careful review
of our options, the company made the decision
to expand right here in downtown Canton, and I
would like to share with you some of our obser-
vations that have confirmed that we made the
right decision.

Over the recent years, I have been able to
watch the evolution of downtown Canton by just
looking out my office window! The streetscape
transformations, the Timken Campus
Development, new restaurants and businesses
relocating downtown, and the explosion of the
arts! I have also had the privilege of being
involved with the Canton Regional Chamber of
Commerce and the Special Improvement
District, both of which, in conjunction with the
City of Canton, have contributed significantly to
the revitalization of downtown. Much work has
been done and significant progress has been
made and we need to keep this momentum
going!

Recently, the property owners within the Special
Improvement District overwhelmingly approved
the renewal of the SID assessment for another
four years, which, in my opinion, demonstrates
their appreciation of the progress that has been
accomplished and their desire to sustain these
visible improvements. I have heard many posi-
tive comments about the improvements and
opportunities downtown, many of which were
unsolicited. 

The number of activities and events available
downtown for the entire community to enjoy
seem to grow and get better each year. There is
definitely a renewed energy in our downtown,
and we need to continue to fuel this energy in
order to maintain the strength of Canton’s core.
If you haven’t come downtown recently, please
give it a try and I think you will be pleasantly
surprised. To those of you who are already
enjoying what the downtown Canton has to
offer, please help spread the word!

Ronald D. Becker
Chairman & CEO, Hilscher-Clarke Electric Co.

3
Glad We Staye d !

By Ronald D. Becker

New energy, new age food and new ownership
mark a rebirth for the historic Peter Shears
Downtown restaurant. 

Peter Shear’s Downtown, the sumptuous downtown
staple, is under new management. Na th a n
Mushrush has purchased the historic restaurant,
and is already putting his own unique touch on the
downtown hotspot. A Culinary Institute of America
graduate, Mushrush was a chef at Peter Shears in
2003 and purchased the restaurant in May of this
year.

The New Peter Shear’s has given way to what
Mushrush calls “new age” food. With a new-age
feel come new additions to the menu. Starters now
include the delightful Tuna Lollipops, pink pepper-
corn and vanilla bean rubbed ahi tuna, also avail-
able as an entrée, as well as the upscale debut of
Pork n’ Beans, with ancho cured slow roasted pork
ri l l et te. Dinner entrees include signatures like
No rwegian “lavender” salmon and the gre a t
steaks and chops that patrons have come to
expect. Mushrush is committed to affo rd a b l e
options that push the palate, including a variety of
gourmet luncheon sandwiches and salads.

The saying “save room for dessert” certa i n ly
applies here. You’ll have a hard time choosing
between the Fried Banana Cheesecake with bour-
bon caramel and the Molten Chocolate Volcano
Cake. It’s explosive!

The menu may be new, but the dining experience
is still delightfully vintage, with long redwood floor-
ing, intimate booths and a welcoming barroom.
The setting makes for a cozy dinner for two or a
hearty family gathering. 

In addition to the classic dining room, the 
re sta u rant fe a t u res a quaint cast - i ron enclosed
patio with an abundance of blooms and fragrant
herbs, and a private upstairs party room with a 
h i sto ric painted mural, perfect for re h e a rsal 
dinners, birthday celebrations, retirement parties
and business meetings. 

The chef will even take his services out of the
kitchen and into yours with the “Take Home Chef”
program, complete with specialty menus designed

a round any theme. Imagine ex p e ri e n c i n g
‘Midnight in Paris’ from the comfort of your own
dining room!

Visit w w w. Pete r S h e a rs . c o m for full menu, or
become a fan on Facebook for news and upcom-
ing specials!



Guests will also be able to enjoy small tasting plates 
for a nominal charge from downtown restaurants and
Stark County favorites, including 356 Fighter Group,
Almost Heaven Ice Cream, Arcadia Grill, Bender's
Tavern, Iris Restaurant, Napoli's Italian Eatery,
Peter Shear’s Downtown, The Canton Club and
Thorpe's Market Avenue Grill. Attendees will enjoy
the fine wines, fine foods and fine friends to the rhythm
of live blues. Mostly Blues Band with Mike Lenz will
perform from 4:30 to 7 p.m., when Jeff Poulos Blues
Revue will take over and finish out the evening at 
9:30 p.m.  

Dawn Campanelli, chief 
marketing officer for Day
Ketterer Ltd., Attorneys at Law,
will serve her first year as 
chairman of Vintage Canton. 

“Vintage Canton continues to
be one of downtown’s most

anticipated after-work gatherings every year!” said
Campanelli. “Literally, the event is created in the city
square during the day and the business district pours
out onto Market Street at 5 p.m. to enjoy the elegant
open-air venue with the perfect blend of great wines,
delicious local food and art. So please, raise a glass,
gather your colleagues and join us! Our committee
works very hard to make sure all the details are taken
care of so that this is a fun event for everyone.”

Campanelli has 21 years of experience in professional
service marketing, strategy driven design campaigns
and senior-level communications. Campanelli holds 
two bachelor degrees from the University of Akron in
political science and business organizational communi-
cations. She is a 19th class graduate of Leadership
Stark County and she serves on its Citizenship Day
Committee.  She also provides civic leadership as vice
president of the Domestic Violence Project, Inc., commu-
nication coordinator for “Keep Plain Proud” Plain Local
Citizens for Quality Education, treasurer of the Ohio
Legal Marketing Association and a Planning Committee
member of Canton Regional Chamber of Commerce
Canton Forum.

Tickets for Vintage Canton are $25 if purchased prior
to 5 p.m. on Sept. 16, and $35 after that time and at
the door. Tickets can be purchased online, at the
Canton Regional Chamber of Commerce, or at
any of seven Fishers Foods locations. The ticket
price includes eight wine tastings or microbrew sam-
ples, a variety of breads and cheeses, a collectible 
souvenir wine glass and a “Younique” Surprise from
Gasser Jewelers. 

Looking forward to the event, but not the wine? 
Lower-priced, wine-free tickets are available for $10.
The event is conveniently located in Central Plaza
North, on Market Ave. between Tuscarawas St. and
Third Ave. NE. The event will be held rain or shine.

For tickets or details about Vintage Canton, visit
www.VintageCanton.com, or contact Rosie Kurtz 
at rosiek@visitcantonstark.com or (330) 458-2085. 

Remember to purchase advance tickets to save
$10 on the admission price!

Creativity lives here!
Anderson Creative Studio, locat-
ed at 331 Cleveland Ave. NW is
well on its way to a beautiful
new façade and a public art
installment on its south exterior
wall. 

C h e ck out re n ovation effo rt s
(inside and out!) for the gallery
space online here: www.ander-
soncreativestudio.com.

Vi n ta ge ...

The YWCA of Canton is planning the construction
of G a teway House II, a new const ruction, 
p e rmanent support i ve housing project in 
downtown Canton to serve Stark County’s home-
less population. 

The proposed property is across the street from the
YWCA of Canton’s main facility, located at 231
Sixth St. NE. The property is currently occupied by
a vacant, three-story, vinyl sided tenement building,
which is slated for demolition and surrounding
buildings. The property has ample space around it
for parking, green space and recreational activi-
ties. The building will contain a total of 40 units: 30
oversized efficiency style units, nine one-bedroom
units, and one two-bedroom unit, which will serve
as the resident manager’s unit. The size of the proj-
ect is large enough to provide savings through
economies of scale, but small enough to enable the
creation of a micro community.

“We’re taking them off the street and getting them
back into services they need and helping them
build connections. We’re not storing people in
units, we ’ re building a community,” said D r.
Margaret Egbert, director of YWCA of Canton.
“They can become a part of the community again
and th ey begin the process inside this micro -
community.”

In addition to the Gateway House program, the
YWCA Family Shelter will be relocated to this
complex. The YWCA Family Shelter is a unique
st ru c t u re that curre n t ly consists of fo u r, fully 
furnished, independent apartments. The units are
dedicated for families only, and it is the only
facility that can house a family intact in a private
dwelling space. 

Each Family Shelter unit has two bedrooms, a
kitchen, a living room and a dining room. By relo-
cating the Family Shelter to the new commercial
grade building, a number of improvements will be
made, including increasing the number of bed-
rooms from two to three in two of the units and
adding a fifth one-bedroom unit to accommodate
couples with no children.

In 2008, the YWCA served 277 Households of
which 85 were families. The total number of people
housed was 427 of which 235 were in families,
and 147 were children (34%). The Family Shelter

is being relocated to the new complex because the
current location is in need of major rehabilitation, it
is located within a distressed neighborhood and is
situated too far from the YWCA center, making it
difficult for those served to receive the social serv-
ices that they require.

The entire complex will be constructed with green
building best practices, including geothermal heat-
ing, pre-fabricated concrete floors to create sound
barriers and insulated windows and walls. The
fl o o ring th roughout the entire building will be
ceramic, eliminating the mold that can come with
the use of carpet. Local materials and local com-
panies are being utilized in the project and build-
ing materials from the old buildings were recycled
or reused wherever possible.

“We’re going up instead of out in order to reduce
our footprint. We’re minimizing our building space
and parking lot to maximize green space,” 
said Egbert.

The project is slated to begin mid-September, and
will take approximately two years to complete. The
cost of the program is $8,271,000, with $6.5 mil-
lion coming from Federal IRS tax credits and
$250,000 from Stark County. The remaining funds
are currently being secured. Tenants of the new
housing will pay rent by utilizing HUD’s Section 8
Rental Voucher program, managed through the
Stark Metropolitan Housing Authority.

“We want a building that is beautiful and well built
so it becomes a community asset and is a good
investment for the community,” said Egbert.

“ Nobody wants to be inv i s i b l e ,” said Egbert. 
She describes the project as a way to bring hope
into the lives of these individuals, providing a
decent, safe home in the hopes that they can be
transitioned to more appropriate housing down 
the road.

The YWCA of Canton was founded in 1909. The
mission of the YWCA is to eliminate ra c i s m ,
empower women and promote peace, justice, free-
dom and dignity for all. For more information about
the YWCA or the Gateway House II and Family
Shelter Project, please visit www.ywca.org or con-
tact Margaret Egbert at megbert@ywcacanton.org

Hope on the horizon downtown



ince 1932, The Playe rs Guild

Theatre, a professionally staffed, volun-

teer-based community theater located inside the

Cultural Center for the Arts, has entertained Stark

County with shows ranging from Les Miserables to

Rocky Horror, from Walt Disney classics to Titanic.

Shows are enjoyed on two stages, including an inti-
mate 139-seat studio theatre and an impressive
500-seat main stage theatre. The Players Guild has
grown attendance and auditions over the years,
and now entertains more than 20,000 people a
year with the help of 250 volunteers. Players Guild
volunteers provide everything from backstage pro-
duction work, and costuming to concession sales.
The Guild now averages more than 100 auditions
per show with actors turning out from all over
Northeast Ohio. They cast approximately 150
actors per season. 

“It’s amazing when you think about the fact that
our actors are all volunteers, too. When you come
to our theatre, you’ll see raw, unbridled passion
from people who are so motivated by the arts but
who don’t re c e i ve a penny for their effo rt s ,”
explained Joshua Erichsen, executive director.
“We ’ ve all seen great productions from paid
actors; they’re getting paid. The motivation for our
cast is the passion and that passion definitely trans-
lates to the stage.”

Erichsen, in his second year as executive director
for The Players Guild, is anxious to begin the new
season, which kicks off in September with the emo-
tional, gritty rock musical RENT . Director John
Tisevich, who serves as the resident director for the
Guild, is no stranger to RENT, having played Roger
in the national tour as well reprising the role in the
10th anniversary show on Broadway. The show
comes to the main stage from Sept. 11-27.

Erichsen has been a part of The Players Guild for
eleven years; previously as production designer,
ove rseeing va st numbers of set and cost u m e
designs. In his new role as executive director, he is
responsible for the artistic integrity of the theatre,
ensuring quality and consistency in all of the the-
atre’s productions. Erichsen also collaborates with
Tisevich to select each season’s programming.

“We try to keep our finger on the pulse of what’s
relevant to our community and what shows people
want to see,” said Erichsen. “There are a lot of
shows that we would love to produce, but the com-

munity might not be interested in. Our patrons are
pretty vocal about what they want to see, we do
our best to listen. Canton loves a good musical!”

If the audience in Canton loves a good musical,
then this year’s season is sure not to disappoint. 

Following the Tony-Award winning musical RENT,
the theatre will take on a musical version of
C h a rles Dickens’ A Christmas Caro l th i s
December. The Players Guild will welcome the
return of the original musical adaptation from cre-
ators Steve Parsons and John Popa. The classic tale
of Ebenezer Scro o ge and his ghost ly trek to
redemption will be told in a lively and entertaining
musical format. 

Next year gives way to two more incredible musi-
cals, with Fiddler on the Roof in March, followed
by Annie in May.

“We’re trying to present something for everyone
throughout our season,” said Erichsen. “RENT is
very modern, and Fiddler on the Roof is a bit more
classic. Both have extremely powerful messages
with wide application.”

This sense of diversity is definitely the theme at The
Players Guild, where the audience is as varied as
the performances. The theatre has seen recent
growth in attendance by families and twenty and
thirty-somethings.

“With the arts explosion in Stark County, there is
an even greater, palpable energy about local art.
There’s no question that we’ve reaped the benefits
of this energy. People are discovering us all the
time and that is in large part due to the arts explo-
sion. Especially in drawing a younger crowd and a
family crowd,” said Erichsen.

In addition to a strong lineup of musicals, The
Players Guild is experimenting with a minimalist
“Stripped Away” series, presenting two of the most
enduring works by iconic playwright Tennessee
Williams: A Street Car Named Desire (October)
and Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (January). Each per-
formance eliminates the large sets and elaborate
costumes, instead performing these works in a bare
bones, raw setting. It is what Erichsen describes as
all the emotion and power of the performances,
without the trappings of heavy production ele-
ments, something the Guild found success in with
the performance of Disney’s Beauty and the Beast
earlier this year.

This year’s Family Theatre series will include A.A.
Milne’s condensed Winnie the Po o h a n d
Disney’s The Jungle Book Kids. A full box office
and audition schedule is available online, and if
you’re not quite ready to take to the stage, classes
and workshops are available for all ages as
part of the Performing Arts Academy.

As The Players Guild prepares for another highly
ambitious season, Eri chsen re flects on what
brought him to The Players Guild a decade ago:
“There is something so tangible and engaging in
watching an actor tell a story. At the core, it’s sto-
rytelling, and I think it stirs something in us all.
Theater gives us all a shared experience of watch-
ing a drama unfold on stage.”

Tickets for the main stage musical productions are
$22 for adults and $17 for children 17 and under.
Family theatre productions are $15 for adults, $12
for 17 and under. For more information on the
2009-2010 Players Guild Theatre season, or to pur-
chase tickets, visit www.PlayersGuildTheatre.com,
call (330) 453-7617 or visit the box office at the
Cultural Center for the Arts.

5Looking inside ...
the Cultural Center for the Arts: The Players Guild Theatre
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Cast from the last season’s opening production of RAGTIME. Photo by Donald Jones.



Neighborhood strategist weighs in on Canton’s future
D avid Boehlke, a national “neighborh o o d
strategist,” recently visited Canton for a week-
long technical assessment of the center city
and its neighborhoods. Boehlke met with a
variety of prominent individuals, ranging from
city officials, Chamber groups, community
organizations and business leaders. He also
toured the city and experienced some of the
events that Canton has to offer.

The outcome of his visit was the delivery of a top
line re p o rt meant to guide the Canto n
Development Partnership and other like-minded
organizations to focus on redevelopment initiatives
for downtown Canton, and to identify the barriers
to success in foster ing viable economic develop-
ment in the city.

In his report, Boehlke compares Canton to similar
industrial cities in the Midwest when it comes to
downsizing. He discusses the profound changes

that cities like Canton are experiencing due to
fewer people with less discretionary income, and
the need for Canton to become a civic commons
for Stark County. Despite the struggles of surviving,
let alone thriving, in a downsizing business climate,
Boehlke acknowledges Canton for being able to
retain so many businesses, strengthening its role as
a government center, and growing an arts and
entertainment niche.

Moving forward, Boehlke laid out a plan for the
C a n ton Development Pa rt n e rship. His goals
include 1) clarifying the primary target(s) for rede-
velopment, 2) recognizing the principle role of that
target as a shared space for civic life beyond com-
mercial functions, and 3) realistically focusing on
managing the glut of land and excess buildings in
a way that creates a sense of viability downtown.
Boehlke suggests specific tactics to assure the suc-
cess of these objectives, including:

• Keep doing what is working so well, such as 
First Fridays and other special programs, and 
experiment with other such initiatives with the 
goal of promoting vitality and diversity.

• Create a plan for more management of open 
space and buildings by having a conscious set
of benchmarks about what level of inactivity 
is acceptable.

• Find and promote every victory, no matter how
small. Celebrate everything and then celebrate
again!

According to Boehlke, “through these proactive,
p o s i t i ve actions, the Canton Deve l o p m e n t
Partnership can be a powerful tool for bringing
more people together to shape the new Canton.”



The hard wo rk of the City of Canto n ’ s
Department of Development has paid off for
city residents. The City recently received $3.6
million in funds from a Ne i g h b o rh o o d
Stabilization Program grant provided by HERA,
the Housing Economic and Recovery Act. HERA
provides funds to cities and jurisdictions to use
to stabilize neighborhoods that are fraught with
vacancies, abandoned homes and foreclosed
residential buildings. 

HERA allowed for $3.92 billion dollars to be pro-
vided to cities based on need. The use of funds is
strictly regulated by HUD. Carmen West, deputy
director of development for the City of Canton,
explains that the process to receive these funds was
very rigorous and required a great deal of research.
At the time that the dollars were awarded, Canton
was ranked the city with the seventh-highest occur-
rence of foreclosures in the State of Ohio. All told,
there are currently 4,000 foreclosed homes in the
city.

A second grant has been submitted under th e
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, meant to
further aid ailing cities on the heels of the housing
and foreclosure crisis of the past 18 months. 

“Wi th the second Ne i g h b o rhood Sta b i l i z a t i o n
Program grant, we’ve applied for $35 million. We’re
confident that we’ll receive a large portion of what
we’ve requested due to our city’s need, but it’s a
ve ry comp et i t i ve grant. The Sta te of Ohio has
requested a combined $544 million,” explained
West. Allocation of the money from the second

Neighborhood Stabilization Program grant will be
awarded from September through December of this
year, and funds will be paid out in January 2010.

The $3.6 million from the initial grant is being utilized
in the census tracts that have the highest concentra-
tions of foreclosures, vacancies and occurrences of
high interest rates and sub-prime mortgages, in
accordance with HUD guidelines. The Canton Home
Recovery Committee, comprised of City Council
members, local business leaders, non-profits, banks,
realtors, and representatives from area neighbor-
hood associations, was formed to help select the
a reas that would re c e i ve the most dollars. Fo r
Canton, the funds will be utilized in five tracts, includ-
ing 7003, 7005, 7017, 7018 and 7021. Tract 7018
has the highest number of foreclosures and high-risk
mortgages, the majority of the tract is located in
Canton’s Ward 4.

“We’ll do demolition, rehab and redevelopment,
and we’re working with many partners to assist us.
We feel confident that we’ll achieve great results
with the initial grant, and hope to do even more with
the second,” said West. “This community is so pas-
sionate about making Canton a great place to live,
despite these harsh economic times.”

Of the approximately 23,000 residential structures
in the City of Canton, 4,000 are currently in foreclo-
sure and 1,487 are vacant. West acknowledges the
increase in foreclosures due to the recession, and
estimates that 25 percent of the foreclosures have
occurred in 2009.  

“One of the reasons for our vacancies and
foreclosures is that our housing stock doesn’t
fit our family sizes,” explained West. “The
average home in Canton is 3,500 square
feet. We have very large housing stock situated on
small lots. These house were built pre-1940, when it
was typical to have one’s extended family living
together. Today, these houses are simply too large.
We hope to address this issue th rough th e
Neighborhood Stabilization Program.”

The City’s primary goal with regard to the first allo-
cation of NSP dollars is to stabilize homeownership
in Canton, address vacancies and foreclosures, and
work to rehabilitate properties in order to make them
ready for homeowners. A secondary but important
side effect of the NSP is the resulting creation of jobs
generated through the rehabilitation work. With the
announcement of money from the ARRA, the City will
be able to grow its efforts in the first five tracts, and
expand activity into other areas of the City, measur-
ing the activity and success of the program by the
volume of projects undertaken. 

West works primarily in community development and
housing, working closely with City Council and 
the 50 neighborhood associations that exist within
the city.

“It’s our neighborhoods that make up our communi-
ty, the 78,000 people that live in the city of Canton,
that’s who we work for. We’re so honored to be able
to further the Mayor’s vision – he talked early on
about improving and stabilizing our communities.
That’s what we’re charged with.”
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Hundreds of community
d evelopment pra c t i t i o n-
e rs will conve rge in
d ow n town Canton on
S e ptember 23 and 24 
for the Ohio CDC
Association’s 25th annu-
al Conference. The con-
fe rence celebra tes a
quarter century of com-
munity and economic

building, complete with neighborhood tours, an
“Evening of ArtsinStark”, keynote speakers, work-
shops on the topics of policy and legislation,
affordable housing, community building, and asset
building, and much more!

Featured keynote speakers include: Lieutenant
Governor Lee Fisher (Invited) on Wednesday,
Sept. 23, 12:15 - 1:30 p.m. at the Reflection on a
Q u a rter Century of Community Deve l o p m e n t
Luncheon. Confirmed speaker Paul S. Grogan,

president and CEO, The Boston Foundation, and
author of Comeback Cities: A Blueprint for Urban
Neighborhood Revival, will speak on Thursday,
Sept. 24, 12:30 – 2 p.m. at the Members Awards
Luncheon. The Boston Foundation is one of the
nation’s oldest and largest community foundations.
His book was declared by the Los Angeles Times
to be “arguably the most important book about
cities in a generation.”

The Ohio CDC Association (OCDCA) is a
statewide membership organization of community
development corporations (CDCs). OCDCA's mis-
sion is to engage in capacity building, advocacy,
and public policy development that fosters socially
and economically healthy communities. Its vision is
the creation of a community development environ-
ment that comprehensively improves life opportu-
nities for all residents. Current activities include
training and technical assistance in affordable
housing development, commercial revitalization,
microenterprise business development, and asset

development; administration of an AmeriCorps*
V I STA Pro gram and Assets for Independence
(Individual Development Accounts) Program; and
public policy development in affordable housing
d evelopment, fo re c l o s u re prevention, fi n a n c i a l
education, asset building, and technology and
community development.

The conference is sponsored locally by community
o rganizations including: A rt s i n Sta rk,
C a n to n / Sta rk County Convention and
Visitors’ Bureau, Canton Regional Chamber
of Commerce, Canton Deve l o p m e n t
Pa rt n e rship, City of Canton, Community
Building Partnership of Stark County, Stark
Community Foundation, and the Stark County
Regional Planning Commission.

To register for the conference, including luncheon
registration only, visit: http://www.ohiocdc.org/
annconf.html.

c e l e b r at ing a qua rter century of community and economic building

Ohio Community Development Corporation 
Association 25th Annual Conference: 



Blossom: Art of Flowers
Canton Museum of Art
www.CantonArt.org
Bill Brouillard: Remonstrations from the
Iconic Rustbelt; Frank Dale: In Search
of Beauty
Celebrate the Artist of the Midwest
Canton Museum of Art
www.CantonArt.org
Canton Farmers’ Market
Cleveland Ave. N. & 4th St. N.W.
www.CantonFarmersMarket.com
The Artistry of America’s First Ladies
National First Ladies’ Library
www.FirstLadies.org

SEPTEMBER
4 First Friday - The Color of Music

Downtown Arts District
www.CantonFirstFriday.org

5 Scared Scriptless
2nd April Galerie & Studios
www.SecondApril.org

6 Benefit Rod & Custom Show
Downtown, Market Ave. N.
330.452.5788

9 Volunteer Enrichment Day
McKinley Presidential Library & Museum
www.MckinleyMuseum.org

9 Fine Wine Wednesday
Joseph Saxton Gallery of Photography
www.JSaxtonGallery.com

10 The Art of Kindness
2nd April Galerie & Studios
www.SecondApril.org

10 Aultman Cameo Concert
Canton Symphony
Cable Recital Hall
www.CantonSymphony.org

11 Ohio Legacy Casual Friday Concert
Canton Symphony
Cable Recital Hall
www.CantonSymphony.org

11-27 RENT
Players Guild Theatre
www.PlayersGuildTheatre.com

12 Jackie:  Behind the Myth
National First Ladies’ Library
www.FirstLadies.org

14 Canton Cabaret Dinner Theatre
McKinley Grand Ballroom
www.CantonCabaret.com

17 Soup at Six:  "The McKinley Home"
McKinley Presidential Library & Museum
www.MckinleyMuseum.org

17 Vintage Canton
Downtown Canton 
www.VintageCanton.com

24 Repository Taste of Home
Canton Palace Theatre
www.CantonPalaceTheatre.org

25 Sensory Feast National Juried Show
2nd April Galerie & Studios
www.SecondApril.org

25 A White Glove Affair
McKinley Presidential Library & Museum
www.MckinleyMuseum.org

26 Grand Opening of 
The Stark County Story
McKinley Presidential Library & Museum
www.MckinleyMuseum.org

26 Jason Aldean - Wide Open Tour 
Canton Civic Center
www.CantonCivicCenter.com

30 Documentary Film
Joseph Saxton Gallery of Photography
www.JSaxtonGallery.com

OCTOBER
1 A Century of Watercolors

Canton Museum of Art
www.CantonArt.org

1-2 Lipizzaner Stallions
Canton Civic Center
www.CantonCivicCenter.com

2 First Friday – Oktoberfest
Downtown Arts District
www.CantonFirstFriday.org

3 Scared Scriptless
2nd April Galerie & Studios
www.SecondApril.org

7 2009 Stark County College
& Career Fair 
Canton Civic Center
www.CantonCivicCenter.com

10     MasterWorks Classical Concert
Canton Symphony
Umstattd Hall     
www.CantonSymphony.org

12 5th Annual "N.A.V.E. 
Educate & Celebrate Forum"
Canton Civic Center
www.CantonCivicCenter.com

14 Wine Wednesday
Joseph Saxton Gallery of Photography
www.JSaxtonGallery.com

Want to advertise here? Contact Denise Burton, 330.458.2067. Cost is $140 per issue.

Through Sept. 20

Through Sept. 30

16 Exhibit Opening: "Life in Miniature"
McKinley Presidential Library & Museum
www.MckinleyMuseum.org

16-17 Mercy Service League Harvest
Canton Civic Center
www.CantonCivicCenter.com

16-25 A Streetcar Named Desire
Players Guild Theatre
www.PlayersGuildTheatre.com

17 A Little Poetry, A Little Music
National First Ladies’ Library
www.FirstLadies.org

18     About Magazine Showcase Concert
featuring the Canton Symphony
Chorus - St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
www.CantonSymphony.org

27 Carl Hurley Comedy Show
Canton Palace Theatre
www.CantonPalaceTheatre.org

28 Documentary Film
Joseph Saxton Gallery of Photography
www.JSaxtonGallery.com

29     Aultman Cameo Concert
Canton Symphony
Cable Recital Hall
www.CantonSymphony.org

30     Ohio Legacy Casual Friday Concert
Canton Symphony
Cable Recital Hall
www.CantonSymphony.org

30 HALLOWEEN PARTY
McKinley Presidential Library & Museum
www.MckinleyMuseum.org

31 Rocky Horror Picture Show
Canton Palace Theatre
www.CantonPalaceTheatre.org

31 Pirate Halloween Party
Picciano's Martini Bar

Through Oct. 17

Through Nov. 6

For more downtown event information log on to www.cantondevelopmentpartnership.com


