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BUSINESS + LIFE: Ohio’s new ad campaign 
promotes the power of business in Canton
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The State of Ohio’s new Ohio Means
Business campaign recently debuted in
the Wall Street Journal, showcasing
among others, the dual power of business
and recreation available in Canton/Stark
County.

The new ad campaign delivers on the 
premise that Ohio is the “perfect state of
balance” – a balance between business 
and life.

The ad features Brian Klink, operations
manager for Hydrodec North America,
and shows Klink at work at Hydrodec’s
high-tech, sustainability-based facility, as
well as a touching shot of him fishing
with his daughter at Sippo Lake.

Hydrodec North America re-refines 
mineral-based transformer oil for re-use,
allowing the electricity industry to reduce
its exclusive reliance on new oil supplies
without having to make compromises in
quality and performance.

The company relies on Canton’s human
capital – with several decades’ worth of
chemical expertise and strong Midwest
work ethic, and Hydrodec employees can
enjoy a low cost-of-living and easy com-
mute. It’s a win-win.

The ad also touts Canton’s rich 
attractions such as the Pro Football 

Hall of Fame and nearby nightlife, easy
transportation via CAK, and the draw of
being a mere 600 miles from 60% of the
U.S. population as significant perks for
both business and life in our area.

“The goal of the Ohio Means Business
campaign coincides with the goal of 
the Canton Regional Chamber – to give
businesses a big reason to consider Ohio,
and specifically Canton, when 
considering relocation and expansion. We
offer the best of both worlds for business-
es and their employees,” said Dennis P.
Saunier, president and CEO 
for the CRCC.

This isn’t canton’s first time in the 
spotlight, The Timken Company, Peoples
Services, Inc., and Kimble Manufacturing
in nearby New Philadelphia have been
featured in the State’s past economic
development-generating ads.

The Ohio Means Business website
has news, resources and tools for 
businesses looking to call Ohio home,
including Ohio InSite, a powerful 
site selection tool and a one-stop 
data center for Ohio statistics.

Visit www.OhioMeansBusiness.com
for more information and to see the 
ad campaign.
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Get the download on eMarketing & cultivate
relationships with 100 new contacts
R e g i s t e r  f o r  Fal l  N e t wo r k  o n  O c t .  2 3

Think networking is all about
schmoozing to collect the most
business cards? Think again! 
Tired of meeting the same people 
at the same gatherings with no end 
in sight? Want to freshen your sales
database and make real connections
with new people? Web 2.0 guru,
Brad Kleinman, will lead you on a 
networking journey through four 
fast-paced hours of energized activities,
complete with icebreakers and a new
way of thinking about elevator-pitches.
You’ll acquire NEW business contacts
and potential leads for your business –
but more importantly, you’ll learn how
to continue the communication stream
with these individuals later thanks to
Kleinman’s powerful online strategies! 

This is sure to be one of the liveliest
networking opportunities of 2009!
Register by Oct. 14 for this fast-paced
networking and lead generation exer-
cise. By the end of the morning, you
will collect approximately 100 new
contacts and return to your office with
business leads throughout the county!
Best of all, by utilizing your newly
learned eMarketing strategies, you’ll
have the means to follow-up with these
and future leads online and offline.
It’s the best of both worlds!

Our semi-annual Network series will
enable you to gain exposure for your
company – and help you harness your
true networking potential! Network is
not just for sales and marketing associ-
ates; it will benefit anyone interested in
establishing long-term relationships
and increasing a company’s bottom

line. All area business owners, purchasing
agents and sales and marketing associ-
ates are encouraged to participate.

About the Emcee: Brad Kleinman is a
Cleveland native who decided at a very
young age that he did not want to be
a typical “40-hour-a-week” employee.
Kleinman learned HTML in high school,
and has been dabbling with web tech-
nology ever since. He has started sever-
al companies, and his first full-time
online venture was eHighSchoolTickets,
an online ticketing company for high
schools. Kleinman has worked as 
associate director of the Entrepreneur
Center at Tri-C, director of business
development at a high growth web
technology company, and is currently
the chief marketing officer at
WorkSmart eMarketing LLC. He has his
bachelor’s degree in engineering from
the University of Cincinnati, and a mas-
ter’s of engineering and management
from Case Western Reserve University.

All attendees will receive a registrant’s list
for post-event follow-up and future con-
tact. There is a maximum of two represen-
tatives per company permitted to ensure
greatest networking exposure.

Friday, Oct. 23
7:30 a.m. to noon, followed by lunch.
The Quarry Golf Club
5650 Quarry Lake Dr.
Canton, Ohio 44730
Cost: $45 for Chamber members 
$75 non-Chamber members
No Shows will be billed.
RSVP by Oct. 14 at
www.CantonChamber.org

Brad Kleinman
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Laugh, learn and
hold onto your
seats for this 
fast-paced 
presentation 
by dynamic 
speaker, Kordell
Norton.

Remember the
no-name generics
in the grocery

stores? That was Norton. He knows how
to market when you have no packaging,
no marketing, no sales force and even
less than fantastic products. Have you
ever heard of a personal computer?
Norton was director of marketing for the
largest seller of personal computers in
the U.S., where he worked with compa-
nies like IBM, Microsoft, Hewlett-Packard,
Compaq, Apple, and more.

This high energy, interactive and humor-
ous workshop is filled with real world
examples and specific ideas on how to
add zing to your sales and marketing.
Come and discover the secrets used by
America’s best companies as they build
and leverage their brands for growth.

You will find out the secret to creating
motivated customers, discover the ways
that you can position your products to
get maximum exposure with your cus-
tomers, and learn to create customer
experiences that will have them telling
others about you and your products.
Norton will help you to discover the hid-
den power in the value of your products
and services.

Beyond this important segment of the
program, Fast Break attendees have the
opportunity to obtain business leads

through enjoyable networking activities
at an event that has built a reputation as
one of the most energetic lead-produc-
ing sessions around. Bring a door prize
valued at $15 or more and receive 30
seconds at the microphone to promote
your business.

Season passholders are eligible for $25
gift certificate from a special drawing
each month.

Friday, Oct. 9
7 a.m. registration
7:30 a.m. program
Courtyard by Marriott
4375 Metro Cir.
North Canton
Cost: $18 members;
$21 members less than 48 hours 
in advance; $25 non-members
RSVP by Oct. 7

Chocolate, Elephants, and Wrinkle Remover:
How to Supercharge Your Business for Growth
O c to b e r  Au l t C ar e  Fa s t  B r ea k  B r e ak fa s t

Save your seat;
register in advance at

www.cantonchamber.org
or call (330) 458-2085.

In order to better accommodate
guests at Canton Regional Chamber

of Commerce events, we ask that you
be sure to register in advance for 
each event. This will ensure that

we have accurate counts for 
food service and seating.

Please register online at
www.cantonchamber.org.

Please call (330) 458-2085 to register
with Rosie Kurtz. Cancellations made
less than 48 hours before the begin-
ning of an event are not eligible for

refund. No-shows will be billed.

In order to reduce operation costs,
registration for all major Canton

Regional Chamber of Commerce events
– such as Annual Dinner or awards 

dinners – must be paid in advance of
the event. Guests may pay for monthly

programs in advance or at the door 
by check, credit card or cash.

Kordell Norton



Outstanding civic volunteerism and community service will be recognized 
during the Chamber’s annual Community Salute Awards dinner on Nov. 4 at
The University Center at Kent State Stark.

Attend the dinner to recognize exceptional community stewards – individuals,
businesses and organizations who will be honored with the Award of Merit and
the Award of Appreciation.

Following the awards dinner, honorees will be recognized 
on CantonChamber.org, and full coverage of the event will 
be featured in November’s ACTION newsletter.

Wednesday, Nov. 4
5:30 p.m., social
6:30 p.m., dinner
7:30 p.m., awards
The University Center at Kent State Stark
6000 Frank Ave. N.W., North Canton
RSVP by Oct. 28

Register online at CantonChamber.org. Contact Nancy Leffler, event manager, at
(330) 458-2073 or by e-mail at nancyl@cantonchamber.org for more information.
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Celebrate our greatest community asset at
the annual COMMUNITY SALUTE AWARDS



Calling all Chamber Members! 
The annual Chamber Membership
Directory is your comprehensive
guide to local business and provides
information about the Chamber.

The Chamber is now preparing 
the 2010 edition of this important
publication, and your assistance
is needed to update the directory.
Please submit changes to your 
contact information – name, address,
e-mail, phone and fax number – that
appear in the main listing or in the
Classified Buyers’ Guide.

Act quickly! All member updates to
the directory must be received by
Tuesday, Oct. 13.

If you’re looking to enhance your
presence in the directory, consider
placing a display ad highlighting
your company’s goods and services.
The Chamber’s 1,600+ members 
and their staff members will see 
the directory throughout 2010.
The Chamber has advertising rates
designed for all budgets, and the
directory advertising prices begin 
as low as $100.

Contact Denise Burton, (330) 458-
2067, deniseb@cantonchamber.org,
or Terri Fullmer (330) 458-2077,
terrif@cantonchamber.org to
update your contact information 
or to purchase an ad in the 2010
Chamber Membership Directory.
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Get your updates in for the 
2010 Chamber Membership Directory!

CATCH A RIDE and
encounter Stark County

Leadership Stark County’s Oct. 22
Encounter Bus Tour, housed inside a
deluxe motor coach, is guaranteed to
present you with a new view of Stark
County. This exciting one-day program
will provide an overview of the commu-
nity’s economic, historic, cultural and
volunteer assets and resources.

Don’t miss your ride!  2009 Encounter
Bus Tour is an excellent introduction 
to Stark County. Register now! Visit
www.leadershipstarkcounty.org
to register online, or call 
(330) 458-2095.

Thursday, Oct. 22
8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Cost: $59 per person, all-inclusive
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Come to October’s Business After
Hours at CAK for a chance to net-
work with three area chambers of
commerce. The Canton Regional
Chamber will join together with 
our Green and Akron chamber
counterparts for a great networking
event at one of America's fastest-
growing airports! 

Experience more of CAK’s $110 
million renovations, including the 
runway expansion which will allow
non-stop flights to anywhere in 
the Continental U.S., Mexico and
the Caribbean.

This month’s installment of Business
After Hours, sponsored by NEOTEC,
will be hosted inside CAK’s main
terminal and will feature door
prizes, including AirTran Airways
tickets. Enjoy hors d’oeuvres and
beverages with music provided 
by 91.3 The Summit.

Thursday, Oct. 29
5 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Akron-Canton Airport
5400 Lauby Rd., Green
FREE to all members of the
Canton, Green and Akron
Chambers of Commerce
RSVP by Oct. 27

Note: Please park in the long-
term parking area. Tickets will be
validated.

October BUSINESS AFTER HOURS  -  Flying high at CAK
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Last month’s riddle ...
REVEALED:
ystark!, the Canton Regional
Chamber’s young professional initia-
tive, is bringing a NEW puzzle game
of epic proportions to downtown
Canton and the vicinity!

Gather a team of no more than five
players for a cost of $50. The game
will be played rain or shine, and can
be played by walking or driving (or a
combination of the two) to the vari-
ous locations.

The game will be held in downtown
on Saturday, Oct. 24, beginning at
4 p.m.

Each team will receive a clue to kick
things off. By solving this clue, you’ll
reveal the next location in downtown
Canton your team needs to travel to,
and each subsequent clue reveals the
next location.

You’ll discover new and exciting 
locations throughout the city as 
you make your way to different busi-
nesses.

Remember: your team must hurry
to each clue! You’ll be competing
against 20 or so other teams, all 
racing you to the finish.

The winning team will be the first to
solve all of the clues and make it to
the end of the game, where they will
be celebrated and receive their prize.

All teams will receive official rules at
the start of the event. Don’t have a
team, but still want to play? Sign up
as a single and we’ll find the perfect
team for you to join.

Saturday, Oct. 24
4 p.m.
Kresge Green Space
Market Ave. and Third Street  NW
Downtown Canton 
Cost: $10 per person 
or $50 per team
RSVP by Oct. 21
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Editor’s note: In keeping with the
Canton Chamber’s Young Professionals
initiative – to attract and retain talent-
ed young people for Stark County –
ACTION will feature a monthly profile of
an individual who represents the group
(ages 20-40) that ystark! is targeting.

Name: Dan
Kessler

Age: 27

Occupation/Title/Place of work:
Sales/Account Sales Supervisor,
Shearer's Foods Inc.

Why are you interested in Canton’s
Young Professionals initiative?
If the youth of a nation or in this case,
a county, is truly the future, I believe
an initiative for young professionals 
is vital to our community’s growth.
I want to be a part of shaping our
community’s future in any way it will
be worth the effort. I am personally
interested in meeting and working
with other young professionals who
share the same vision as me.

What is your impression of ystark!,
what do you think of their events,
etc.? When I was first made aware of
ystark! and its objectives, I knew right
away it was something I wanted to be
a part of.This is a great way to
become involved with other local YPs.
My involvement with ystark! and its
events is still in the beginning stages,
but the events so far have been very
beneficial. In fact, one of the latest
events was a CEO Meet and Eat at
Shearer's Foods Inc., my employer,
with Bob Shearer as the guest speak-
er.There seems to be an endless
amount of events that can be impor-
tant in shaping any one person’s
career, especially a YP.

Where did you grow up? In what
cities have you lived and worked? I
was born and raised in Canton; I lived
in Canal Fulton for a few years, but
have always worked within Stark
County.

Why have you chosen to live in
Canton? I had an opportunity to pur-
chase my grandmother’s house a few
years ago. With the low cost of hous-
ing and taxes for single family homes
in Canton, this was an easy decision to
make. Although this two bedroom
home has been a wonderful first
home, my daughters are growing rap-
idly and it seems the house is shrink-
ing at the same pace.

What type of dwelling do you live
in?  What do you think of the hous-
ing choices for YPs in the Canton
area? As mentioned, I own a single
family two bedroom home. The house
was built in the1920’s, so it has plenty
of character and uniqueness. There
seems to be a good amount of starter
homes like the one I live in all over
Canton. Before this house, I rented 
an apartment close to the Jackson/
Belden area. For any YP looking to
get started out on their own, I would
definitely suggest looking into what
Canton has to offer.

What do you like MOST about
Canton? As a big football fan, I would
have to mention the Pro Football Hall
of Fame. Canton gets national recog-
nition every year because of that. On
a local level, there are great parks and
libraries, with plenty of events to take
advantage of for my daughters. My
wife and I appreciate the move to
promote the local arts in our area as
well. Canton has a lot to offer as far as
education as well. Above all, Canton
is home to me and my family.

What do you like LEAST about
Canton? Canton seems to have an
image as a city that doesn’t have
much to offer. I would like that opin-
ion to go away and I believe ystark!
can help to diminish that reputation.

What are the opportunities for YPs
in Canton when it comes to career
opportunities, cultural access, lead-
ership or community involvement
opportunities? Canton offers many
career opportunities. We have some
of the largest employers in the state.
Beyond some of the larger corpora-
tions, there are plenty of smaller com-
panies looking for good employees. In
my position at Shearer’s Foods, I drive
all over Northeast Ohio, including

Cleveland, Columbus, Youngstown,
Akron and Canton. I get to really see
how many niche businesses are out
there. Organizations like ystark! can
bring awareness to companies that
are looking to invest in YPs.

What’s missing from Canton that
would attract more YPs? As a city
we are on the right path to not 

only cleaning up, but revitalizing 
our downtown area. We need to stay
this course and downtown Canton
will once again be the great, unique
heart of the city it once was.

What do you do in the evenings or
on the weekends for fun in Canton?
As a young family with children, we
tend to look for more family-oriented
things. The parks in Stark County and
organizations like ArtsinStark do a
great job of offering events that are
kid friendly.When my wife and I get
the chance we like to go out to din-
ner, but having a good meal at home
as a family is very important to us.

What would you change about
Canton if you could? I would like
to see my Crusaders get a few more
checks in the “win” column this year!

Could you see yourself spending
your lifetime in Canton? I can defi-
nitely see myself living in Canton as
long as I have a good job to support
my family.We will definitely have to
move to a little larger house though!

What would cause you to want to
leave Canton? What other cities in
the United States would be appeal-
ing to you as a home base? Why?
The only real reason I could ever see
leaving Canton would be a better job
opportunity somewhere else. Most of
our family is in the area, so I would
hate to move away from them.

October Young Professional Profile

Dan Kessler



On Wednesday, Oct. 7, Ken Weber, pres-
ident & CEO of Goodwill Industries of
Greater Cleveland and East Central 
Ohio will open the doors to the
Goodwill Community Campus and
share his career travels at ystark!’s Oct.
CEO Meet&Eat Luncheon.

Weber joined Goodwill Industries in
2002, and under his direction the 
organization has seen a growth in sev-
eral areas including individuals served,
services offered, retail sales that fund
programs and services, and more.

Weber will share his unique perspective
on the twists and turns you can take
along your career path. A Wisconsin
native, he made a leap from operating a
family business to the non-profit world.
His vibrant discussion will convey the
passion he has for the non-profit sector
and for the community at large, and the
pros and cons of making such a signifi-
cant career move. This is a don’t-miss for
any YP!

You’ll be among the first to tour the
brand-new Goodwill Community
Campus! The Campus provides the
opportunity for non-profit organiza-
tions to save up to 33% in operating
expenses by taking advantage of
economies of scale: sharing spaces,
backroom operations, and more.
Imagine the Campus at Goodwill!

Wednesday, Oct. 7
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Cost: $10 per person
Goodwill Industries 
Community Campus
408 Ninth Street SW
Canton, 44707
RSVP by Oct. 5 online 
at ystark.org
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CEO Meet&Eat Luncheon: 
Goodwill Industries

Ken Weber



A Timken Grand Parade snapshot from professional photogra-
pher Tedd Perkins of Canton won a first-place award and the
coveted “Best of Show” in the 21st annual Pro Football Hall of
Fame Enshrinement Festival Photo Contest. He also won two
honorable mentions, for a total personal prize package of
$400.

The annual photo contest was open to amateur and profes-
sional photographers alike, and any photos of outdoor Hall 
of Fame Enshrinement Festival events qualified for entry.
The photos were judged based on creativity, clarity, depth 
and color, overall composition and print quality. Thirteen 
photographers won a total cash purse of $1,700.

Other $100 first-place winners in the professional category
include William Green of Louisville (Drum Corps
International Competition), Ernie Aranyosi of Uniontown
(Balloon Classic Invitational) and Bob Rossiter of Canton (2-
Mile and 5-Mile Races). Raymond Stewart of Canton won a
first place award (Community Parade) and both Stewart and
Brook Triplett of Canton were awarded $25 honorable men-
tions.

The non-professional category was led by Larry Clapper of
Massillon who received $200 for two first-place winning pho-

tos from the Drum Corps
International Competition
and Timken Grand Parade.
Also winning multiple
awards in the non-profession-
al category were Andy Smith
of Canton with a $100 first
place for the Balloon Classic
Invitational and two $25 honorable
mentions; Dominique Tozzi of Youngstown with a $100 first
place for the Ribs Burnoff and one $25 honorable mention;
and Christina Wine of Massillon with a $100 first place for 
the 2-Mile and 5-Mile Races and one $25 honorable mention.
Completing the winners in the non-professional category were
Ed McCall of Canton with $100 for his first place Community
Parade photo, Heather Lancaster of Magnolia with $100 for
her first place Concert and Fireworks photo, and Norm Kutz of
Canton with two honorable mention awards at $25 each.

The winning photos will be on display at the Canton Museum
of Art from Oct. 30 through Nov. 10, and on the Enshrinement
Festival’s Web site at www.profootballhofef.com

Hall of Fame Enshrinement Festival 21st annual
PHOTO CONTEST award winners announced
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Best of Show photograph, "Anticipation," shot by Tedd Perkins of Canton at this year's Timken Grand Parade.
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The Stark County Safety Council, Canton
Fire Prevention Bureau and Exchange
Club will host Canton’s 44th annual
Fire Prevention Breakfast, a key event
observing National Fire Prevention
Week Oct. 4 – 10. The event will take
place on Tuesday, Oct. 6, from 8 to 9:15
a.m. at Skyland Pines Golf Club and
Banquet Facility in Canton.
Registration begins at 7:30 a.m.

The breakfast will feature the city and
county Firefighter of the Year awards
and a presentation by Lt. Scott
Maxwell, FDNY, Rescue #3, the only
surviving member of his squad follow-
ing the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. The
breakfast will also include brief remarks
from Canton Mayor William J. Healy II,
Captain Lorenzo Bagley, Canton Fire
Prevention Bureau, a representative
from the Stark County Safety Council
and special guest, Interim State Fire
Marshal Donald Cooper.

The event is open to the public at a
price of $13 per attendee. Registration
for the Fire Prevention Breakfast must
be received by Oct. 2. Register online at
www.CantonChamber.org or call (330)
458-2085.

The Stark County Safety Council is a
committee of the Canton Regional
Chamber of Commerce and is com-
prised of local companies dedicated to
the safety of their employees. The SCSC
has been recognized statewide for 
quality programming. For Stark County
Safety Council Members, attendance
at this event counts as an attendance
credit towards the BWC Safety Council
Discount Program.

Tuesday, Oct. 6
7:30 a.m. registration
8 to 9:15 a.m. program and breakfast
Note the NEW venue for this year's
Fire Prevention Breakfast!
Skyland Pines Golf Club 
and Banquet Facility
3550 Columbus Rd. NE
Canton, 44705
Cost: $13
RSVP by Oct. 2 online at
CantonChamber.org
or call (330) 458-2085

Honor our local heroes at the 44th annual
FIRE PREVENTION BREAKFAST
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Todd Laps, public safety and oper-
ations manager for Akron-Canton
Airport, will present the current plan
for CAK’s disaster planning and pre-
vention at the Oct. 8 Safety Council
Luncheon. Learn about how CAK

manages wildlife (like bird strikes!)
and ensures traveler safety from the
chief security agent of one of the
fastest-growing airports in the U.S.!

Laps has been a part of the Akron-
Canton Airport team for 25 years. He
manages the day-to-day operations
of the airfield and keeps the airport
compliant with all federal regula-
tions. As the head security manager
at CAK, Laps serves as the chief liai-
son between the Transportation
Security Administration (TSA), the air-
port and the airlines. He also serves
as fire chief for the airport’s aircraft
rescue and firefighting division, a 30
member department.

Under Laps’ leadership, the airport
was awarded the FAA’s 2006 Great
Lakes Region Safety Award for out-
standing operational improvements
and significant safety enhancements.
Laps has an associate’s degree in 
fire science technology from 
The University of Akron.

Thursday, Oct. 8
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Meyer's Lake Ballroom
3218 Parkway St. NW
Canton 44708
Cost: $16
RSVP by Oct. 5

Spotlight Company:

DISASTER PLAN 2009: Learn what the
CAK has implemented to assure safety

Todd Laps

Baker, Dublikar, Beck,
Wiley & Mathews

attorneys at law

Telephone: (330) 499-6000
Telecopier: (330) 499-6423

400 SOUTH MAIN STREET
NORTH CANTON, OHIO 44720

www.bakerfirm.com
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Employers who have had a claim in the “green year” or the
previous year, have to complete a required two hours of safety
training by June 30, 2010. For the 2009 policy period, this
includes any claim occurring from January 1, 2007, through
December 31, 2008.

The BWC’s requirement applies to any claim an employer had
within the past two years, regardless of size or severity.Two
hours is the minimum amount of safety training mandated. If
an employer experienced more than one claim within this peri-
od, they are still only obligated to attend two hours of safety
training. If an employer has multiple policy numbers, they must
attend two hours of safety training per policy.

Wednesday, Oct. 21, 2009 – 
presented by Tiffany Hastings, PHR, RiskControl360
Foltz Community Center,
224 Wood Street, East Canton, Ohio 44730

Program begins at 11 a.m., with a lunch from noon to 12:30
p.m. Program resumes from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.

Register at CantonChamber.org or by calling (330) 458-2085.
Please indicate your BWC Policy Number when registering.
Cost: $20 per person, per class and includes course materials

Wednesday, Nov. 11, 2009 – presented by Michael Abicht
Crown Centre Office Building,
5005 Rockside Road Independence, Ohio 44131

Register with Rejeana Wollum, rwoolum@riskcontrol360.com.
Visit RiskControl360.com for available times and topics.
Cost: $25 per person, per class and includes course materials

Special Group Rating 
Safety Training Program
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The first annual Great Pumpkin Race,
co-sponsored by the Stark County Safety
Council, will take place this Halloween
morning, Saturday, Oct. 31.

We’re looking for 20 Safety Council
member-companies to participate and
race four miles to the finish line. Want to
represent your company? Contact
Connie Cerny at conniec@cantoncham-
ber.org or (330) 458-2061 for a race entry
form. Companies can also enter a one-
mile “fun run,” kicking things off at 8:45
a.m.

Prizes will be awarded to the top finish-
ers and their respective companies.
All proceeds from the race will benefit
Stark County MRDD Special Olympics!

Want to get involved but don’t want
to join the race to the finish?
We are seeking race day volunteers from
7:30 to 11:30 a.m. Contact Connie Cerny
for details.

Promote your company by donating a
door prize! 
Donate a door prize for our racers, and
we’ll announce your company during
the race!

Saturday, Oct. 31
8:45 a.m. 1-mile Fun Run,
9:15 a.m. 4-Mile Run
Start and finish lines 
located at the 
Whipple-Dale Center
2950 Whipple Ave NW, Canton
Contact Connie Cerny at
conniec@cantonchamber.org
to register

Get ready, get set, for the first annual
GREAT PUMPKIN RACE



It’s time for you to begin planning for your workers’ compensation future. You are likely receiving information from many
companies about their group rating programs and how much money they can save your business. While they may be
able to save you money in the short term, these companies often lack the quality, comprehensive customer service and
program stability that helps to ensure continued long-term group rating discounts.

If your company is interested in group rating you should be considering the program that supports your local economy.
As a member of the Canton Regional Chamber of Commerce, it’s important to note that the Chamber has a partnership
with CareWorks Consultants Incorporated (CCI) and the Buckeye Workers’ Compensation Alliance. Our Chamber pro-
gram is one of the most competitive available. In addition to offering significant premium discounts up to the BWC maxi-
mum discount, CCI provides comprehensive cost control services designed to help maintain your group rating status.

Your Chamber membership may already qualify you for this group rating program. Long term discounts, high savings,
program stability and comprehensive quality services could save you significantly by switching your program to CCI.
Any company interested in applying, whether a Chamber member or not, should complete the AC-3 group rating 
application form below or online here: www.careworksconsultants.com/groupratingapplication/canton. CCI will provide 
a free, no-obligation analysis of eligibility.

For more information about the Group Rating Program from CCI, please contact Robert Nicoll at (330) 452-1050, ext. 14.
You may also contact Denise Burton at deniseb@cantonchamber.org or Terri Fullmer at terrif@cantonchamber.org in our
membership department with questions.

Chamber’s Workers’ Compensation Group Rating saves
significant premium dollars – submit your AC-3 today
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The Canton Regional Chamber of
Commerce Board of Directors has 
voted unanimously to endorse passage
of Issue 5, the Stark County sales tax
question.

A “yes” vote, which the Chamber recom-
mends, will retain the 0.5-percent county
sales tax imposed by Stark County
commissioners. The purpose of the tax 
is to fund countywide 911 emergency
dispatching service and provide a small
increase in county operating funds.

The commissioners have pledged that if
the 0.5 percent tax is retained by voters,
commissioners will cancel the 0.25 per-
cent tax that was voted into effect in
2002. They also will cancel a 0.1-mill
property tax that offers some funding
for the existing 911 service.

The Chamber board supports the tax
first because of the lifesaving advan-
tages of a centralized, modern 911 
emergency dispatching system for the
county. The new system envisioned by
the county will eliminate the need to
transfer emergency calls from the first
answering station to the actual police,
fire or emergency department that
needs to respond. It also will institute

a system in which the nearest emer-
gency responder will answer the call for
help, regardless of political boundaries.

Local governments now contribute
about $6.8 million total per year to
operate several 911 call-answering
offices. That money will come back to
cities, villages and townships in savings
when the county system is operating.

“The business community always looks
carefully at the justification for any tax
increase, and our Chamber board did so
in this case,” said Ronald D. Becker, chair-
man and CEO of Hilscher-Clarke Electric
Co, and chairman of the Chamber Board
of Directors.“We found the need for truly
modern 911 services was compelling.
The Chamber would urge the county to
be most prudent in using the modest
increase in operating funds that comes
its way through the new sales tax.”

Countywide 911 is a step toward region-
al cooperation among local govern-
ments, and the Chamber is an advocate
of seeking sensible regional approaches
to common problems in government.
“A regional vision is fully supported 
by the Canton Regional Chamber of
Commerce,” said Chamber President

and CEO Dennis P. Saunier.“Frankly, we
need to see more and more of that.”
Moving toward a regional approach to
emergency response is a start, Saunier
said.“But safety is probably the best
place to start.”

Board members questioned how indi-
vidual cities, villages and townships will
use the combined $6.8 million per year
that they will save under the county’s
911 plan, but they concluded that it 
will be up to citizens in individual 
communities to ask elected officials 
for an accounting of how the savings
would be used.

The net effect of a “yes” vote on Issue 5
will be an increase in the sales tax from
0.25 percent, which has been in effect
since 2003, to 0.5 percent. A 0.25 percent
sales tax in Stark County generates
about $11 million per year. Half of that
new $11 million per year will be pledged
toward first building a modern 911 call
center and then operating it. The other
half will be devoted to county opera-
tions, where anticipated 2009 revenue
and carryover without the tax increase
would be $6 million less than in 2008.

The Chamber endorses passage of Issue 5



WELCOME to our newest members, who joined Canton Regional Chamber
of Commerce in August. We encourage you to patronize their businesses.
If you know of other businesses that would benefit from Chamber member-
ship, please contact  the Membership Department at (330) 458-2067.

3 X 4 Consulting LLC
(WEB DESIGN)
Jacci Adams
5555 Ashbrook St.
Louisville, OH 44641
(330) 704-5277
www.3X4Consulting.com

91 Wood Fired Oven - Jackson 
(RESTAURANTS)
Amy & Greg Goehring
5570 Fulton Dr. NW
Canton, OH 44718
(330) 497-9111
www.91oven.com

91 Wood Fired Oven - North Canton
(RESTAURANTS)
Amy Goehring
1983 East Maple St.
North Canton, OH 44720
(330) 498-9191
www.91oven.com

Buckeye Hard Surface
& Tile Restoration
(TILE & GROUT - RESTORATION)
Ted Burkholder
419 Ambrose Ave. NW
Canton, OH 44708
(330) 639-8813
www.buckeyehardsurface.com

Capital Securities 
(FINANCIAL SERVICES)
R. Jason Barnes
3205 Bretton St. NW #200
North Canton, OH 44720
(330) 494-0780

Michelle Davison, Inc.
(HOME HEALTH CARE)
Michelle Davison
218 13th St. NW
Canton, OH 44703
(330) 209-8646

ICON Search Engine 
Marketing ICON etc
(WEB MARKETING)
Dino Ross
PO Box 482
Waynesburg, OH 44688
(866) 810-4783
www.iconservices.net

Multi-Tech Solutions Corp.
(COMPUTER NETWORKING 
& SERVICE & CABLING)
Mark Rose
5686 Dressler Rd. NW # 150
North Canton, OH 44720
(330) 526-6781
www.m-tsc.com

O.M.E.M., LLC
(CONSULTANTS - BUSINESS 
& MANUFACTURING)
Scott Bossart
5924 Star Park Cir. NE
Louisville, OH 44641
(330) 284-5946
www.omemllc.com

Pampered Chef-Sue Hewitt 
(COOKWARE)
Sue Hewitt
10457 Persimmon St. NW
Canal Fulton, OH 44614
(330) 854-9691
www.pamperedchef.biz/suehewitt

Premier Designs - Rebecca Kerr
(JEWELRY - COSTUME - FINE FASHION)
Rebecca Kerr
5714 Portage St. NW
North Canton, OH 44720
(330) 904-7525

Running Man, LLC
(MOVING & STORAGE)
David Slaughter
1912 Clarendon SW
Canton, OH 44706
(330) 685-6711

Scott Process Systems, Inc.
(ENERGY - PROCESS PIPE FABRICATION)
Jerry Stethem
1160 Sunnyside St.
Hartville, OH 44632
(330) 877-2350
www.scottprocess.com

Shaheen Carpet & Rugs 
(CARPET & FLOORING DEALERS)
Nicholas & Dawn Shaheen
4120 Whipple Rd. NW
Canton, OH 44718
(330) 493-9000
www.shaheenrugs.com

Sign In Sign Out 
(SIGNS)
Brian Myers
2009 30th St. NE
Canton, OH 44705
(330) 471-9999
www.signinsignout.com

State Farm Insurance
(INSURANCE)
Eudora Graffaree Robinson
6755 Engle Rd. #C
Middleburg Heights, OH 44130
(440) 781-1662

Willy's Ribs & Things 
(CONCESSIONS)
Ann & Willy Davis
235 Mineola Ave.
Akron, OH 44313
(330) 867-4614
www.willysribs.com
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Voices of Canton Inc. (VOCI) has
appointed Christine Allison as the
new director for the Canton
Children’s Chorus. Christine has over
34 years experience working with chil-
dren’s choirs. She is passionate about
children’s voices and looks forward to
building the Canton Children’s Chorus
to a choir of which Canton can be
proud, but even more importantly, of
which the children can proud.Visit
www.cantonvoci.org for information
on upcoming performances and audi-
tions.

The law firm of Buckingham,
Doolittle & Burroughs, LLP is pleased
to announce that 45 of its attorneys
have received top ratings in their
areas of specialty and are listed in 
the 2010 edition of Best Lawyers in
America®. The listing of Buckingham
attorneys includes 23 specialty areas.
Of the attorneys listed, 8 of the 45
have been recognized consecutively
for 10 years or more, with 3 marking
20 consecutive years. Inclusion in Best
Lawyers in America® is based on an
exhaustive and rigorous annual peer-
review survey that has been devel-
oped and refined for over 25 years. For
the full list of recognized attorneys,
visit the “News” section of
www.bdblaw.com.

The Stark County District Library, in
response to State of Ohio budget cut-
backs, is making some adjustments to
its services.The library now closes all
locations at 8 p.m., Monday through
Thursday. Friday and Saturday hours
remain unchanged. In addition, drive-
up windows at the Jackson Township,
Lake Community, and North Branches
are no longer be open. Customers
must come into the library to pickup
materials. Book drops for the return of
materials are available at all locations.

WRL Advertising announced the pro-
motion of local sales manager Jim
Borrieci to the position of e-market-
ing and social media director. In his
new position, Borrieci will help clients
with search engine optimization, pay-
per-click campaigns, web site analytics,
email marketing campaigns and social
media. Borrieci earned a degree in e-
marketing and advertising from The
University of Akron in May 2005. He
joined WRL while still a student

through their internship program in
Jan. 2005, and accepted a full-time
position in May of that year.WRL
Advertising recently hired two stu-
dents as part of their continuing
internship program. Shane
O'Connor was added to WRL's web
department as their Summer 2009
Intern. Lauren M. Ventosa is the sum-
mer addition to WRL's graphic design
department. Visit www.wrladv.com.

The Medicine Center & Medicine
Shoppe Pharmacies in Stark and
Tuscarawas Counties proudly
announce a Three-Year Accreditation
award in orthotics, by the American
Board for Certification in Orthotics,
Prosthetics & Pedorthics, Inc. (ABC). The
Medicine Center & Medicine Shoppe
Pharmacies are recognized for
achievements in the areas of organiza-
tions management, patient care stan-
dards, quality assurance, supplier com-
pliance and facility and safety man-
agement. This award represents the
highest level of accreditation achiev-
able in the profession of othotics and
prosthetics.

For the fifth consecutive year,
U.S.News & World Report has ranked
Malone University among the top
colleges and universities in the
Midwest under the category
“Universities – Master’s” according to
the September edition of America’s
Best Colleges 2010. Malone ranks in the
top third, placing No. 47 of a total 142
ranked colleges and universities in the
Midwest region. Institutions included
in the category “Universities–Master’s”
are those that provide a full range of
undergraduate and master’s programs.
The 572 universities in this category
are ranked within four geographic
areas—North, South, Midwest, and
West. Visit www.usnews.com for the
full list of this year’s best colleges.

Innis Maggiore announces a growing
roster of new clients, including:
Pinnacle Sports, Medina, Ohio; Zyvex
Performance Materials, Columbus,
Ohio; The Mitchell Group, Niles, Ill.;
Dover Hydraulics, Dover, Ohio; Combi
Packaging Systems, Canton, Ohio;
Zeiger Industries, Canton, Ohio; Excel
Golf/The Concession Golf Club,
Sarasota, Fla.; Goodwill Industries of
Cleveland and East Central Ohio; Excel
Storage Products, East Stroudsburg,
Pa.; United Initiators, Elyria, Ohio; and
Ohio State University – Industry

Liaison Office. Innis Maggiore is recog-
nized as the nation's leading agency in
the practice of positioning. Visit
www.innismaggiore.com for more
information.

The orthodontic practice of Drs.
Bernard and Eimer has been
approved as a local chapter in the
“Smile for a Lifetime Foundation.”
This foundation is a nationwide out-
reach to provide braces at no cost to
individuals in Stark County who are in
need but unable to afford them.
Practices with a “Smile for a Lifetime”
chapter must treat six or more chil-
dren at no cost each year. A local
board of involved community mem-
bers chooses the candidates who
make application based on desire and
need. Applications may be obtained
at local schools and YMCAs, or can be
downloaded from Drs. Bernard and
Eimer’s Website, www.drsosbern.com.

Local expecting moms can rest
assured they and their bundles of joy
are receiving the best, quality care in
the state, according to Buckeye
Community Health Plan, which hon-
ored Aultman's OB/GYN Physician
Center program with a 2009
Excellence in Obstetric Care Award.
The Center cares for the uninsured and
underinsured community. Supervising
physicians are Prab Gill, MD, Michael
Krew, MD, and Timothy McDaniel, MD.
Also providing care are OBGYN resi-
dent physicians and Cindy Kemerer,
ANP.

Maloney + Novotny LLC was 
selected as one of the 2009 Best
Accounting Firms to Work for by
The Accountants Media Group,
publishers of Accounting Today,
Accounting Technology, CPA Wealth
Provider, Practical Accountant and
host of WebCPA.com and Best
Companies Group. Maloney + Novotny
was one of 40 medium-sized compa-
nies (25-249 employees) nationally
to receive this honor. In addition, the
company also received the NorthCoast
99 award for best places to work in
Northeast Ohio from local organiza-
tion, Employers Resource Council.

Submit Biz Bitz articles to
jessb@cantonchamber.org. Deadline
is five weeks prior to publication.

21C a n t o n  R e g i o n a l  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e





23C a n t o n  R e g i o n a l  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e

FIRST FRIDAY - Oktoberfest
Joining with the Canton Jaycees, First Friday is bringing Oktoberfest to downtown Canton

on Oct. 2! There will be a plethora of cultural activities, a commemorative stein, plenty of
German fare and fun for the whole family. Enjoy a schnitzel and see some lederhosen dance

around the Arts District. Compete in the first annual pumpkin seed spitting contest or watch
local artists use pumpkins as their canvases. It’s too early to go inside, so come downtown

and enjoy the fall weather, the turning of the leaves and Oktoberfest!

Honor our local heroes at the 44th annual Fire Prevention Breakfast
The Stark County Safety Council, Canton Fire Prevention Bureau and Exchange Club will host

Canton’s 44th annual Fire Prevention Breakfast, a key event observing National Fire
Prevention Week Oct. 4 – 10. Note the change in location this year!

CEO Meet&Eat Luncheon: Goodwill Industries
On Wednesday, Oct. 7, Ken Weber, president & CEO of Goodwill Industries of Greater

Cleveland and East Central Ohio will open the doors to the Goodwill Community Campus
and share his career travels at ystark!’s Oct. CEO Meet&Eat Luncheon.

Disaster Plan 2009: Learn what the CAK has implemented to assure safety
Todd Laps, public safety and operations manager for Akron-Canton Airport, will present the

current plan for CAK’s disaster planning and prevention at the Oct. 8 Safety Council
Luncheon. Learn about how CAK manages wildlife (like bird strikes!) and ensures traveler

safety from the chief security agent of one of the fastest-growing airports in the U.S.!

How to Supercharge Your Business for Growth 
at October AultCare Fast Break Breakfast

This high energy, interactive and humorous workshop is filled with real world examples and
specific ideas on how to add zing to your sales and marketing. Come and discover the
secrets used by America’s best companies as they build and leverage their brands for

growth. Laugh, learn and hold onto your seats for this fast-paced presentation by dynamic
speaker, Kordell Norton.

Catch a ride and encounter Stark County
Leadership Stark County’s Oct. 22 Encounter Bus Tour, housed inside a deluxe motor

coach, is guaranteed to present you with a new view of Stark County.

Get the download on eMarketing & 100 new contacts at Fall Network
Tired of meeting the same people at the same gatherings with no end in sight? Want to

freshen your sales database and make real connections with new people? Web 2.0 guru,
Brad Kleinman, will lead you on a networking journey through four fast-paced 

hours of energized activities, complete with icebreakers and a new way
of thinking about elevator-pitches.

PerplexCIty: a conundrum of ystark! proportions
ystark! is bringing a NEW puzzle game of epic proportions to downtown Canton and the

vicinity! Get your team together and get in on this puzzling good time!

October Business After Hours – Flying high at CAK
Come to October’s Business After Hours at CAK on Oct. 29 for a chance to network with

three area chambers of commerce as the Canton Regional Chamber comes together with
our Green and Akron chamber counterparts.

Get ready, get set, for the first annual Great Pumpkin Race
The first annual Halloween Great Pumpkin Race, co-sponsored by the Stark County Safety
Council, is happening Sat., Oct. 31. Twenty companies will race four miles to the finish line.

Want to represent your company? Contact Connie Cerny at conniec@cantonchamber.org for
a race entry form.

Thursday, Oct. 8
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Meyer's Lake Ballroom
3218 Parkway St. NW
Canton 44708
Cost: $16
RSVP by Oct. 5

First Friday, Oct. 2
6 – 10 p.m.
Downtown Canton
FREE!2

7
Wednesday, Oct. 7
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Cost: $10 per person
Goodwill Industries 
Community Campus
408 Ninth Street SW
Canton, 44707
RSVP by Oct. 5 online at
ystark.org

6

8

9
Friday, Oct. 9
7 a.m. registration
7:30 a.m. program
Courtyard by Marriott
4375 Metro Cir. • North Canton
Cost: $18 members; $21
members less than 48 hours
in advance; $25 non-members
RSVP by Oct. 7

Friday, Oct. 23
7:30 a.m.-noon, followed by lunch
The Quarry Golf Club
5650 Quarry Lake Dr.
Canton, Ohio 44730
Cost: $45 for Chamber members
$75 non-Chamber members
No Shows will be billed.
RSVP by Oct. 14 at
CantonChamber.org

22
23

IN ORDER TO BETTER ACCOMMODATE GUESTS AT CHAMBER EVENTS, WE ASK THAT THEY BE SURE TO REGISTER FOR EACH
EVENT IN ADVANCE. THIS WILL ENSURE THAT WE HAVE ACCURATE COUNTS FOR FOOD SERVICE AND SEATING.

PLEASE REGISTER ONLINE AT
WWW.CANTONCHAMBER.ORG

OR CALL (330) 458-2085
October

Saturday, Oct. 24
4 p.m. 
Kresge Green Space
Market Ave. and Third Street NW
Downtown Canton 
Cost: $10/person or $50/team
RSVP by Oct. 21

Tuesday, Oct. 6
7:30 a.m. registration
8-9:15 a.m. program & breakfast
Skyland Pines Golf Club 
and Banquet Facility
3550 Columbus Rd. NE
Canton, 44705
Cost: $13
RSVP by Oct. 2

Thursday, Oct. 22
8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Cost: $59 per person, 
all-inclusive
RSVP online at
LeadershipStarkCounty.org

Thursday, Oct. 29
5 p.m. – 7 p.m. 
Akron-Canton Airport
5400 Lauby Rd., Green
FREE to all members of the
Canton, Green and Akron
Chambers of Commerce
RSVP by Oct. 27

24
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Saturday, Oct. 31
8:45 am 1-Mile Fun Run
9:15 am 4-Mile Run
Start and finish lines located at
the Whipple-Dale Center 
2950 Whipple Ave. N.W., Canton
Contact Connie Cerny to register
at conniec@cantonchamber.org
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