
or the fi rst time eve r,
S a n ta’s ve ry fi rst
Children’s Elf is heading
to dow n town Canton 

for a magical, musical, holiday 
jamboree and ELFstravaganza! 

Children of all ages will be delighted as
they journey with Christopher Pop-In-
Kins, hurrying back to the winter-won-
derful North Pole – brought to life on the
main stage at Central Plaza – to report
to Santa on his first year as Santa’s
Official Children’s Elf! 

Help Christopher search for the missing
man in red all around town, and meet-up
with merry musical helpers along the
way. With Christopher poppin’ up at
Light Up Downtown – there’s sure to be
fun croppin’ up around every corner.

Let us help you and yours to a dose of
holiday hoopla and some festive cheer
downtown on Thursday, Dec. 3, at Light
Up Downtown, the Canton Regional
Chamber’s annual downtown holiday
extravaganza, sponsored by KeyBank.

The 19 th annual installment of th i s
downtown family-favorite is your ticket to
16 city blocks alive with attractions,
e n te rtainment, re f reshments and
goody bags for the kids from 5:30 to
8:30 p.m.

This year’s Light Up will fe a t u re
C h ri stopher Pop-In-Kins, eve ry ch i l d ’ s
favorite elf, in a very special musical
main stage show that will light up the
skies and light up your spirits with com-
munity musical acts, fantastic fireworks
and a ho, ho, ho-liday visit from the man
in red. You’re in for a night of surprises
and fun for all ages! Best of all? This fes-
tive festival is FREE!

Guess who’s POPPIN-IN 
to LIGHT UP DOWNTOWN?

PA RTNERSHIP REPORT

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

GUEST COLUMN

LOOKING INSIDE

SPECIAL FEAT U R E S
• Light Up Dow n tow n
• Fi rst Fri d ay Ti d b i t s
• Dow n town Church To u r
• Re sta u rant Bro ch u re s
• Art i st Avenue Deve l o p m e n t s
• Pilot Pa rking Pro gra m
• SID Annual Meet i n g
• Canton’s Arts Dist rict, Market i n g

WH ATWH E R EWH E N

F
C h r i stopher Pop-In-Kins, Santa ’ s
v e ry first Children’s Elf!

First Friday of every month

Thursday, December 3rd

M a rk your calendar and plan to atte n d !

2 0 0 9 D ow n town 
E vent Sch e d u l e

D ow n town Canton’s st re etscape 
comes alive with fun fe st i va l s !

(continued on page four)

You can look forward to
c a rri a ge rides, singing

and local dance
t roupe perfo rm-
ances, ch i l d re n ’ s
crafts and activities

and more. The dow n-
town center city is tra n s-

formed into a winter wonderland
for the occasion, and our local
businesses will provide activities
and refreshments as you take in all

the holiday delights our community
has to offer.

During the event, the Canton City Fire Department will
distribute hats and mittens to children in need. If you
would like to donate new children’s hats and mittens,
please bring them to one of our donation 
boxes, located at the Canton Regional Chamber 
of Commerce, and other dow n town Canton 
locations, between now and the Light Up event. 
Visit LightUpDowntown.com for a list of all donation
locations.

Light Up Downtown will run until 8:30 p.m. and will
be held snow, rain or shine. There will be plenty of
free parking, both on-street and in the Timken High
School and Stark County District Library parking lots,
as well as parking in various decks and lots through-
out downtown for a nominal fee.

This year’s Light Up event is chaired for the second
year by Kayleigh Kriss, on-air personality for Mix
94.1, with co-chair Char Lautzenheiser, museum direc-
tor of the Canton Classic Car Museum and a won-
derful committee of dedicated volunteers. 
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The Canton Development Pa rt n e rship is a coalition
of area development organizations and city
g ove rn m e n t that share an interest in downtown
C a n ton’s continual imp rovement, rev i ta l i z a t i o n ,
image, and quality of life for its citizens.

Its mission is to support and coord i n a te the activities
and programs of its partner organizations in order
to encourage and sustain community and eco-
nomic development in downtown Canton.

The part n e ring organizations include: Canton Re g i o n a l
Chamber of Commerce, Dow n town Canton Special
I mp rovement Dist rict, Dow n town Canton Land Bank,
C a n ton To m o rrow, Inc., and City of Canto n .

Information regarding downtown events and news
can be submitted for reprint at the discretion of
the Partnership director and publication editor.
The Canton Development Partnership reserves the
right to edit all copy. Deadlines are the 15th of the
month, two months prior to publication (i.e., May
15 for the July/August issue).

Statements of fact and opinion within Downtown
Developments are the responsibility of the authors
alone and do not imply the opinion of the mem-
bers of Canton Development Partnership or its
partnering organizations. 

Advertising rates and specifications are available
by contacting the Chamber sales department at
(330) 458-2067.

Another goal of the partnership was to renew the
Downtown Canton Special Improvement District.
We appreciate the support that we received from
our downtown property owners and look forward to
making things happen in our center city for the next
four years beginning in 2010.

Although the economic downturn put some projects
on hold, the Wilson Pointe/NRP senior apartment
project put a bright new face on the corner of Sixth
Street and McKinley NW. The Federal Building is
rising from the ground and should be completed in
2010. We have also seen sidewalk improvements
between Third and Fourth Sts. NW and Cleveland
Ave. NW, between Fifth and Sixth Sts. NW and
Cleveland Ave. NW and Sixth St. NW between
Wells Ave. NW and King Court. 

New downtown businesses included the Joseph
Saxton Gallery of Photography, Picciano’s Martini
Lounge, and Pete’s Grill & Pizza. Also, two buildings

Unique challenges result 
in achievement downtown this year
As we look back on 2009, it was an exceptional year in many ways. Although the economic slow-
down presented unique challenges, the Canton Development Partnership was able to successful-
ly complete a full body of work downtown. As I have mentioned throughout the year, one of our
chief priorities was to have more people visit downtown Canton. We achieved this goal beyond
our expectations. Five high quality Chamber events, coupled with the SID Farmers’ Market and
First Fr idays, drew young and old from all over the county and beyond, making downtown
Canton the place to be for fine dining, the arts, entertainment and urban architecture.

in the heart of the Arts District are in the
p rocess of being re n ova ted. Anders o n
Creative at 331 Cleveland Ave. N. and the
339 Cleveland Ave. N building are both
receiving major interior and exterior improve-
ments.

The CDP wants to take this opportunity to thank
all board members and volunteers of our part-
nership organizations and, of course, the City
of Canton, for their assistance and support for
our downtown projects.

Please enjoy all that downtown has to offer
and remember to support downtown retailers,
a rt i sts, ente rtainment venues and our fi n e
restaurants.

by Michael P. Gill,
director, Canton
Development 
Partnership

Fi rst Fri d ay Tidbits ...
The weather might be cooling off, but First Friday will
keep downtown warm with lots of fun, art, family
activities, nightlife, live music and incredible food.
Each month, artists, restaurants and community mem-
bers join in to throw a big party in the arts district –
and everyone is invited!

On Nov. 6 join us to celebrate the Harvest Moon!
“There’s a full moon risin’ let’s go dancin’ in the
light!” Come rock on with the sounds of the seven-
ties, including multi-generational artist Neil Young,
and celebrate the bounty of the fall harvest. Activities
have moved inside and there’s plenty to see and do.

There’s Snow Much to Do Downtown all month
long, but at the Dec. 4 First Friday we’ll herald in the
holiday season. Artists will have gifts galore on dis-
play and the restaurants will offer gift certificates

and special First Friday menus. The downtown holi-
day experience revs up on First Friday!

Mark your calendars now for 2010 First Fridays
January 8* – Fire & Ice
February – Chocolate Dreams
March – Art Works
*January is a special First Friday on the SECOND
Friday of the month

Fi rst Fri d ay is pre s e n ted by Art s i n Sta rk, the 
County Arts Council, and the Dow n town 
C a n ton Special Imp rovement Dist rict. For the 
m o st up-to - d a te Fi rst Fri d ay info rmation, visit
C a n to n D eve l o p m e n t Pa rt n e rs h i p . c o m and click on
the First Friday logo, or contact Kelly Blandford Bah
at (330) 458-2063 or kellyb@cantonchamber.org.



Iris Restaurant
228 Fourth Street N.W. • Canton, Ohio 44702
Phone: (330) 313-1519 • www.irisdowntown.com
Lunch: Tues. - Fri., 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Happy Hour: Tues. - Fri., 4-6 p.m.
Dinner: Tues. - Sat., 5:30 - 10 p.m.

Living almost half a century in Summit County, I
have to admit my bias. Growing up on the other
side of the tracks, I hold fond memories of the
Cleveland Indians farm team, the vaudevillian the-
atre with the ceiling stars, homemade ice cream
and long walks through parks that were well-main-
tained and well-fouled – with birds.

Yes, this Akron girl is slightly slanted … toward
Canton.

To my parents, a trip down South was out of the
question. So, I didn’t venture much past Clarkins
until I was well over 21. But when I did, I discov-
ered the solace and the spontaneity of Stark
County to be a welcome change from what I had
considered routine in the Rubber City.

I adored Quail Hollow State Park, my favorite
haunt being the little family cemetery. I clapped
along to the silly roller-skating music of Thurman
Munson Stadium and stomped my feet on the metal
bleachers. I was awestruck at the Hoover Estate,
the McKinley Monument and the Palace Theatre. I
bought season tickets to Players Guild, saw
Norman Rockwell at the CMA and chaperoned
second graders to a performance of Peter and the
Wolf, by the city’s unparallelled ballet and sympho-
ny. And then, there was my virgin visit to the Hall of
Fame Enshrinement Festival Grand Parade. I could
not believe it! A delicious memory topped off by
my first tasting of a Mary Ann donut – or two.

And then, luck struck.

When ArtsinStark was not yet named and when a
Canton Arts District was not yet born, when First
Fridays were still far off and when public art was
held in private – I got hired to help market and pro-
mote the arts in Stark County.

Getting paid to be part of the arts explosion, and –
in some cases, igniting the spark, has not only been
a privilege but a true blast.

And although I still reside up north, as I commute
past the airport, Fawcett Stadium and Mercy
Medical, past the Cake Box Bakery and the artsy
camel at the Desert Inn … I have to smile, and
when I remember, say a silent thanks to people like
Jane Timken and Joe Halter and Sheila Markley
Black, who took a risk and hired an “outsider.”

I feel at home here. And truly believe that
Stark County is the summit.   

Judi Christy is the marketing director for ArtsinStark,
the County Arts Council.
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Biased Girl 
f rom Akro n

By Judi P. Christy

Two and a half years ago, Angus McIntosh, Sr., son at
his side, began the next step in what has been a life-long
journey of learning and loving all things food. McIntosh
opened Iris Restaurant on Fourth Street in downtown
Canton, and has since become a downtown mainstay,
a boon to the arts district and a familiar face around
town. 

“I was wise enough to work for other people until my
son was of an age to help me in this venture. I could not
have succeeded without him,” the proud father said of
son Gus McIntosh, Jr., his right-hand at the restaurant.

McIntosh learned the culinary arts and the operation of
restaurants the old school way – by apprenticeship. But
this was not your run-of-the-mill on the job training, he
depended on the guidance of several skilled culinary
mentors, including Swiss Chef Kurt Schneider, a gradu-
ate of the world famous IMI-Luzern hotel school in
Lucerne, Switzerland, and instructor at the Culinary
Institute of America at Hyde Park.

McIntosh himself supplemented classic culinary appren-
ticeship with passion, dri ve, and what he calls a
“degree in learning.” And he’s still learning.

Before opening Iris, McIntosh was a chef for Cite Grille
Restaurant in Canton and Kent State Stark Professional
Education and Conference Center (now the University
Center at Kent State Stark) and executive chef of the
Spread Eagle Tavern in Hanoverton, among others.

Why Downtown Canton?
McIntosh came to Canton 13 years ago to help attract
the next generation downtown. He went to work for the
Canton Club, then trying to maintain its private club sta-
tus. McIntosh did what he describes as “innovative, cut-
ting edge and crazy things” to illicit interest in down-
town Canton, and this work is what spurred his passion
for Canton.

“My initial attraction to Canton, my ve ry 
Raison d’être h e re in Ohio, is to help 
re j u ve n a te dow n town Canto n ,” said McInto s h .

He’s excited by the ongoing enthusiasm and energy
downtown. He appreciates the strides being made to
resurrect the center city, and believes that the support
from all of the vested entities, the City of Canton, the
C a n ton Regional Chamber, Art s i n Sta rk, Special
Improvement District, and each and every foundation,
organization and businesses downtown will lead to
great growth and prosperity

“As a business owner, I don’t feel like I’m just out here
doing my own thing – I really do feel connected to
everyone around me downtown,” said McIntosh.

American Food. American Wine. American Music.
Why serve “American” cuisine? “Because that’s what

Canton likes. Besides, Kimchi is as American as apple
pie.”

This “American” restaurant has done just about every
cuisine imaginable with a worldly Air Force brat at the
helm. From the flavors of the Middle East to the delica-
cies of Japan and Korea, the tastes of the English,
Scottish, Irish and German, to Cajun and Creole infused
dishes. French, Spanish, Moroccan and Southwest –
you name it, Iris’s “American” menu knows no deficit of
international influences.

What does he like best? He loves to share his restaurant
with an “extended family” – regular guests and true
friends of the restaurant from all walks of life who share
his passion for dow n town (and for good fo o d ! )
McIntosh brings them together with new faces at the cre-
atively themed special events he began almost from the
day he opened his doors.

Beyond the specialty menus served at such events, Iris
house specialties ra n ge from the Charmoula, a
Moroccan spiced fish of the day served with couscous,
to an out of this world pot roast. Other menu staples
include pan-seared breast of duck, bacon wrapped filet
and seasonal soups, salads, pastas and sandwiches.
The restaurant has live music every Thursday.

According to McIntosh, he finds inspiration for this menu
around every corner: “The first wine dinner we ever did
was based on a Chuck Berry song. Whimsy, humor and
an opportunity to share and enlarge other people’s
experiences inspire me.”

Helping McIntosh live up to such a prolific dining expe-
rience is a kitchen staff of six, including son Gus Jr., and
other talented young chefs, along with an incredible
group of servers, sometimes including daughter-in-law
Lisa McIntosh. 

What makes Iris the perfect dining destination for
downtown Canton?
Iris Restaurant gives Canton the best of both worlds - the
incredible food one might find in Chicago, New York,
Paris or even Cleveland, in a more intimate, comfortable
and affordable atmosphere.

Below: Angus McIntosh, Sr. and son, Gus Jr.
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Light Up Dow n town ...

On Saturday, Dec. 12, from 5 to
8 p.m., downtown Canton church-
es will open their doors for an
open house, inviting the Canton
community and beyond to cele-
brate history, architecture, tradition
and the coming holidays in down-
town Canton houses of worship.  

The Welcome the Light celebration
will include a va ri ety of activities,
including luminaries, choir performanc-
es, holiday decorations, arch i te c t u re
and history tours, stained glass window
tours, cultural activities, children’s crafts,
m o d e rn and traditional music and
refreshments.

Learn about Canton’s rich history through-
out the tour of these beautiful and historic
houses of worship and enjoy special activi-
ties throughout the evening. Holiday cele-
brations are open for everyone and maps
with driving, walking, and parking instruc-
tions will be available online at
CantonDevelopmentPartnership.com, at vari-
ous downtown businesses and the Canton
Regional Chamber of Commerce.

WELCOME
THE LIGHT
Downtown
Church Tour

Get your ‘eats’ on downtown!

Our current event sponsors (as of the time our newsletter went to print) include: Key Bank,
AEP Ohio, along with Aultman Hospital and AultCare, Downtown Special Improvement
District, Mix 94.1 and WHBC AM, The Repository, PPI Graphics and the City of Canton.

Visit LightUpDowntown.com for a full schedule of events, free coloring pages for the kids
and more about Christopher Pop-In-Kins.

About Christopher Pop-In-Kins™ and Imaginatives® Christopher Pop-In-Kins, written
and published in 1985 by Flora Johnson of Atwater, Ohio, is the award winning story of
Santa’s “very first Children’s Elf.” Imaginatives is the creative team behind Christopher
Pop-In-Kins. Located in Alliance, Ohio, Imaginatives specializes in the development, mar-
keting and distribution of children’s books and toys. For more information, visit
Christopher Pop-In-Kins online at www.christopherpopinkins.com.

The Downtown Canton Special Improvement District has unveiled a
NEW all-downtown restaurant guide featuring casual and fine dining
establishments, area sweet retreats and libation locations, along with a

special map of downtown. Brochures are avail-
able at area re sta u rants and th e
Chamber of Commerce, and online at
CantonDevelopmentPartnership.com. 

C a n ton Culinary Collabora t i o n !
Downtown eateries are meeting every
th i rd Tu e s d ay of the month at th e
C a n ton Regional Chamber of
C o m m e rce to bet ter collabora te on
downtown projects. For the past fe w
months, the meetings have provided an
excellent collaborative forum to discuss
new promotions and how to best address
c o n c e rns faced by our local eate ries.  
To get more information and attend the
meetings, please contact Kelly Blandford
Bah at kellyb@cantonchamber.org or (330)
458-2063.

LIGHT UP SPONSORS:



“We’re in the orbit of the Cleveland orchestra –
one of the finest orchestras on the planet. If you go
up to Cleveland, it’s like going to see the NBA.
We’re the NCAA finals,” explained Dr. Stephen
Wogaman, president and CEO of the orchestra.

Young, talented performers
CSO musicians are young. The majority of per-
formers are 20 to 30 years old, and for the first
time in many years, a high school student has been
s e l e c ted to join the orch e st ra. Ac c o rding to
Wogaman, many of these phenomenal young per-
formers tend to stay at the Canton Symphony
Orchestra for short stretches of time during the
beginnings of their careers, then moving onward to
highly prestigious positions around the country. The
last four concertmasters, those who perform first
chair in the violin section, have moved on to the
Ro ch e ster Philharmonic Orch e st ra, San Diego
Symphony Orchestra, Oregon Symphony and The
Dallas Opera, respectively.

“In a city of our size, we have quite the talent
placement record,” said Wogaman, acknowledg-
ing the nearby Cleveland Institute of Music and
C l eveland Orch e st ra as one of the draws to
Northeast Ohio.

Many of the CSO musicians also play in other
orchestras, including nearby Akron Symphony and
the orchestras in Youngstown, Mansfield, Erie, Pa.,
and Wheeling, W.V., as well as the smaller sym-
phonies in Cleveland.

But the real reason young talent finds its way to the
Canton Symphony Orchestra is the presence and
passion of n a t i o n a l ly- re n owned conducto r
G e rh a rdt Zimmerm a n n, celebrating his 29th

a n n i ve rs a ry this season. Wo gaman descri b e s
Zimmermann as a “magnet for young talent.”

“I urge you to come and sit close so you can see
how incredibly young, engaged, dynamic and con-
nected they are to what they’re doing,” said
Wogaman. “Go to other cities and you won’t get
the same visceral exc i tement. The ch e m i st ry
between them and Gerhardt is incredible.”

M a e st ro Zimmermann joined the Canto n
Symphony Orchestra in 1980, and the appoint-
ment was his fi rst as musical dire c to r. He’s
remained in Canton almost 30 years, because, in
his words, “why would anyone who cares about
music ever leave this job?”

Each Masterworks Classical season is selected by
M a e st ro Zimmermann. Pro gramming for oth e r
series, including the Casual Concert Series and
Choral Showcase series are handled collabora-
tively with Assistant Conductor Matthew Brown
and CSO staff. 

Excellent arts education
In addition to the fantastic musical performances,
the Canton Symphony Orchestra has a renowned
education program. They estimate having reached
one million kids throughout greater Stark County
since they began their educational outreach in
1971, and the symphony has the largest educa-
tional staff of any arts organization in the area.
They have received generous grants through the
U.S. Department of Education for their program-
ming.

According to Wogaman, there are many opportu-
nities for collaboration with other area arts organi-
zation, often through educational partnerships or in
parallel thematic collaboration. 

“If you look at the more recent elements of Stark
County’s ‘arts explosion,’ there isn’t a role for us in

all of it, but I’m always looking for means to partic-
ipate. Some of the new galleries have performance
spaces, and we’re trying to find a way to partici-
pate in the enormously popular First Friday events,”
said Wogaman. 

What’s Next?
Upcoming seasons will yield exciting times for the
Canton Symphony as they prepare for Maestro
Zimmermann’s 30th anniversary in 2010, and the
Symphony’s 75th anniversary during the 2012-
2013 season. Next season’s lineup will include a
world-famous soloist. And after an incredibly suc-
cessful, sell-out response to this spring’s Madama
Butterfly, performed in conjunction with the Kimono
As Art exhibit, there are talks of bringing more
opera to town in the future. Wogaman hints about
a possible performance of Rossini’s Barber of
Seville in the spring of 2011.

Single tickets to the Canton Symphony Orchestra
start at $20. Season tickets to the remaining
Masterworks Classical Series at Umstattd Hall are
available for a 20 percent savings off of the single
ticket price.

Upcoming season shows include T h ri l l i n g
Beethoven, by the Claremont Trio, one of the most
exciting young ensembles in the world today.
Wo gaman also recommends March’s L ove
Speaks, with enchanting mezzo-soprano Kelley
O’Connor singing the Neruda Songs, and May’s
finale, Power and Passion, featuring Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart’s last great masterpiece. 

Visit CantonSymphony.org for more information
about shows and series, and to purchase perform-
ance tickets online.

5Looking inside ...
Canton Symphony Orchestra

The dazzling Claremont Trio, featuring violin,
cello and piano soloists, sta rring in th e
upcoming Thrilling Beethoven on Nov. 8

ne of the most highly respected small orchestras in the country, the Canton Symphony Orchestra will celebrate 75 years of musical

excellence during the 2012-2013 season. With their signature “Masterworks Classical Series” performances and other breakthrough

series and events, the Canton Symphony brings some of the most celebrated composers and performers in the classical music world to life in Canton.

How does the Canton Symphony Orchestra fit within the orchestral universe?

O



Following the successful 2008 completion of the “Studio 5” project, span-
ning 332-340 Fourth Street NW, King has now turned his focus to what he
calls the “Studio 9” space, 337-339 Cleveland Ave.

Beginning this winter, King will be giving the Studio 9 building a facelift,
the space currently occupied by Creative Juices and Zephyr Wind Art, A
Gift For You, and Ah Bella. The renovations will come complete with new
stucco façade for the eastern portion of the building, new windows and
new plate glass, wrought iron flower boxes and stylish black awnings. The
renovation will be topped off with an artist mural along Fourth Street and
a plan for future roof-mounted artist sculptures. All told, the new Studio 9
project will add almost $100k to the $130,000 investment made in 2008. 

But this beauty isn’t only skin deep. King is also planning to add four, loft-
style, open floor plan apartments above the renovated store fronts, as well
as opening up an additional artist studio space.

“Our artists are pioneers for downtown living,” said King. “They move into
the downtown spaces and make them work.”

Visitors to this region of the city will soon see that the arts are taking to the
streets! Beyond building renovations, King is also the driving force behind
the light strand installations going up every 15 feet along Fourth Street
from Cleveland Ave. to Dewalt. 

“We’re trying to create a community atmosphere like you see in other city
arts and entertainment districts,” said King, citing Euclid Ave. and East
Fourth Street in Cleveland as models for his vision. 

Tying the community feel together are future development projects, includ-
ing a “pocket park” opposite the Studio 5 space at Fourth and Dewalt,
and a small, portable covered stage to draw smaller summer festivals and
celebrations with live performances back to downtown.

“The goal is to add interest to this area, to encourage even more events to
the city and ultimately build momentum for downtown living,” explained
King.

The exterior building renovation work is slated to be completed yet this
year, and the development timeline for the other work is estimated for
spring and summer of next year, weather and budget permitting.

“I think we’re still in the beginning stages of the revitalization effort down-
town. These types of developments are what will draw the young profes-

“Artist Avenue” continues down the path of development
t’s no secret that area developer and arts enthusiast Mike King of King Properties has a big vision for downtown Canton. His goal, in

partnership with ArtsinStark and the Downtown Canton Special Improvement District, is to create a unique and memorable space for

Canton’s burgeoning arts district. If history teaches us anything, King’s big ideas will mean big developments for downtown Canton.I
sionals and the creative class to downtown Canton and better support our
d ow n town businesses, opening the door for even more grow th .”

King is working on logistics for these plans with the City of Canton, Canton
Development Partnership, Special Improvement District, Canton Improvement
Corporation, Downtown Canton Land Bank and ArtsinStark.

Planned facelift for the Studio 9 Building at the
corner of Cleveland Ave. and Fourth St. NW



The Downtown Canton Special Improvement
District (SID) annual meeting will take place
on Thursday, Nov. 19, at 4 p.m. at the Canton
Regional Chamber of Commerce. This meeting will
include a review of 2009, the election of SID
board members, and the presentation of SID annu-
al awards, which recognize projects and invest-
ments in our downtown.

All property owners in the SID, as well as members
of the public, are welcome to attend the meeting
to learn about downtown projects and to network
with fellow property owners, downtown support-
ers and business owners. Please RSVP by calling
Annette Rosenberger at (330) 458-2092.

The SID is a non-profit corporation that provides
programming to preserve the economic well-being
of downtown Canton. It is dedicated to preserving
the aesthetic, architectural and historic character
of the downtown area, and is funded by special
assessments on downtown property owners. 
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e s p i te the cold te mp e ra t u re s ,
things are really starting to heat
up in downtown Canton’s Arts
District when it comes to promo-

tional efforts. New arts district poetry banners are
in the works, cultural wayfinding signage is on the
way, and the dedicated online home of the arts
district, CantonArtsDistrict.com, is live and comes
complete with special offers, upcoming events and
a downloadable walking-tour map!

The new site includes details about the four gal-
leries in downtown Canton, numerous artist stu-
dios, theatres and other cultural downtown desti-
nations. 

“The arts movement in Canton is constantly grow-
ing and developing in new ways, and with it, the
downtown Canton Arts District. These promotional
initiatives are a way to help visitors find and enjoy
the Arts District and all of the galleries, studios,
artists and restaurants that make up this communi-
ty inside the community,” said Kelly Blandford
Bah, project manager for Canto n
Development Partnership.

“Working with the Special Improvement District
has made all the difference in growing and mar-
keting the Arts District,” said A rtsinStark CEO
Robb Hankins. “Our four art galleries, 2nd April
Galerie, ACME Artists, Anderson Creative and the
Saxton Gallery of Photography, and the 22 artist
studios are all new small businesses located in
spaces that were formerly empty or vacant. Now
they’re a part of a cohesive district that downtown
visitors can enjoy.”

Visit CantonArtsDistrict.com
to check out the site and to
download your very own
copy of the map. Keep
your eyes peeled for sig-
nage and banners com-
ing soon!

Marketing efforts heat up for Canton’s Art District

he City of Canton has begun planning for a pilot parking program that
will permit downtown restaurants to validate parking at city parking
garages for their guests.

Restaurants will have the opportunity to purchase sheets of validation stickers for customers
who park in the Millennium Parking Deck, located at 200 Third Street NE. The cost of one
sheet containing 30 validation stickers will be $15 (or $0.50/sticker). The stickers will val-
idate parking for any two hour period on weekdays from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Validation will not
apply to special events. 

The normal parking rate will be charged for any time in excess of the two hour 
validated period.

Validation stickers can be purchased through the Office of Public Safety of the City of
Canton. To purchase stickers or to inquire about the program, please call (330) 438-
4312.The City is meeting with downtown restaurants to discuss the pilot program. Following
a successful launch, the city may expand the program to other downtown businesses. 

City to launch pilot parking
program downtown

SID
Annual Meeting

D
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(Top of article): 
New poetry banners
are going up downtown

(Left): New Canton Arts District 
signage is on the way and 
the (above) online home at
CantonArtsDistrict.com is live!



18 Documentary Film Night
Joseph Saxton Gallery of Photography
www.jsaxtongallery.com

19 Grand Re-Opening Party featuring 
Artists/Photographers
Little Chicago Bistro
www.littlechicago-bistro.com

19 Nutcracker Ball
Canton Ballet
www.cantonballet.com

20-28 Art A play by Yazmina Reza
Kathleen Howland Theatre
www.secondapril.org/theater

22 Canton Youth Symphony Concert
Canton Symphony Orchestra, 
GlenOak High School
www.cantonsymphony.org

27 Day After Thanksgiving Activities
McKinley Presidential Library & Museum
www.mckinleymuseum.org

27 Something from Nothing: Contemporary
Recycled Sculpture from America’s 
Rustbelt - Opening Reception, 
Canton Museum of Art
www.cantonart.org

28 Socrates Cafe Discussion Group
2nd April Galerie
www.secondapril.org

28 Milk and Cookies with Santa
Canton Palace Theatre
www.cantonpalacetheatre.org

28-29 A Christmas Story
Palace Theatre
www.cantonpalacetheatre.org

DECEMBER
Thru Dec. Something from Nothing: Contemporary

Recycled Sculpture from America’s 
Rustbelt
45: New Works by Terri Kern 
Curious World: Art from Fabric, 
Photographs and Found Objects 
by Jane Reeves
Mix of Style & Function
from the CMA Ceramic Collection
Canton Museum of Art
www.cantonart.org

2 First Wednesdays Wine Tasting
Joseph Saxton Gallery of Photography
www.jsaxtongallery.com

3 Light Up Downtown
Downtown Canton 
www.CantonChamber.org

4 First Friday – Snow Much to Do 
Downtown - Canton Arts District
www.cantonfirstfriday.org

Want to advertise here? Contact Denise Burton, 330.458.2067. Cost is $140 per issue.

For more downtown event information log on to www.cantondevelopmentpartnership.com

Encore! The Artistry
of America’s First Ladies
National First Ladies Library
www.firstladies.org

NOVEMBER
2 Wackiest Pets of the White House Book 

Signing with Gibbs Davis
National First Ladies Library
www.firstladies.org

4 First Wednesdays Wine Tasting
Joseph Saxton Gallery of Photography
www.jsaxtongallery.com

6 First Friday – Harvest Moon
Canton Arts District
www.cantonfirstfriday.org

7 Scared Scriptless Improv Comedy
Kathleen Howland Theatre
www.secondapril.org/theater

7 Three Stooges Film Festival
Canton Palace Theatre
www.cantonpalacetheatre.org

8 Clara’s Brunch
Canton Ballet
www.cantonballet.com

8 MasterWorks Classical Series Concert
Thrilling Beethoven
Canton Symphony Orchestra, Umstattd Hall
www.cantonsymphony.org

12 Christmas at the White House
National First Ladies Library
www.firstladies.org

13 The Company of Friends
Exhibit Opening Reception
2nd April Galerie
www.secondapril.org

13-14 The Repository’s 
Holiday and Home Show
Canton Civic Center
1101 Market Ave., N

14 Old Fashioned Canton Christmas
Canton Palace Theatre
www.cantonchristmas.org

14-16 Christkindl Markt 
Canton Museum of Art
www.cantonart.org

16 “Benefit” Holiday Wine Show/Art show
Little Chicago Bistro
www.littlechicago-bistro.com

16 Tea with the Curator: “Life in Miniature”
McKinley Presidential Library & Museum
www.mckinleymuseum.org

18 Annual Arts Awards
ArtsinStark, Cultural Center for the Arts
www.artsinstark.com

4 Holiday Open House
McKinley Presidential Library & Museum
www.mckinleymuseum.org

4-20 A Christmas Carol: The New Musical
Players Guild Theatre
www.playersguildthaetre.com

5 Christmas in Candy Cane Lane
VOCI, Cultural Center for the Arts
www.cantonvoci.org

5 Scared Scriptless Improv Comedy
Kathleen Howland Theatre
www.secondapril.org/theater

6 MasterWorks Classical Series Concert
Remembering Spring
Canton Symphony Orchestra, 
Umstattd Hall
www.cantonsymphony.org

10 Robert Mondavi 
Holiday Wine Show and Dinner 
Little Chicago Bistro
www.littlechicago-bistro.com

11 Holiday Open Hearth Dinner
McKinley Presidential Library & Museum
www.mckinleymuseum.org

11-13 A Renaissance Christmas
VOCI, Cultural Center for the Arts
www.cantonvoci.org

11-13 The Nutcracker
Canton Ballet
www.cantonballet.com

11-20 A Christmas Carol
Kathleen Howland Theatre
www.secondapril.org/theater

12 30th Annual Holiday Pops
Canton Symphony Orchestra, 
Umstattd Hall
www.cantonsymphony.org

12 Welcome the Light, A Walking Tour 
of Downtown Churches
Canton Development Partnership
www.cantondevelopmentpartnership.com

13 About Magazine Showcase Concert O
Magnum Mysterium
Canton Symphony Chorus, 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
www.cantonsymphony.org

28-30 3x3 Science Samplers for Kids
McKinley Presidential Library & Museum
www.mckinleymuseum.org

30 Documentary Film Night
Joseph Saxton Gallery of Photography
www.jsaxtongallery.com

30 Tea with the Curator:
“Bring Your Doll to Tea!”
McKinley Presidential Library & Museum
www.mckinleymuseum.org

31 New Year’s Eve Party
Canton Museum of Art, Cultural Center
www.cantonart.org

Through Nov. 6


